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I. NORTtl AFRICAN C,A,I{PAIG{' II0VEMBER L9l+2 - I'IAY 1943

Allted rnllttary operations ln French North Africa began on I November

1942 wtth Operatlon Torch-the Sanding of American apd British fonceg Ln

Morocco and Algerla. Ttreir obJectlve nas to secure quick control of these

Frqnch terrltories by sei.zing the key cltles and surrounding tnstal.Lations.

Ttrey then proposed to advance lnto Ttmist"a before the Axis could send forces

there la.effective nunbers. Ttre lnrraders, divlded into three task forces,

total-ed abou! lOfrOoo men. To oppose then the French had. ava{Lab1b ground

forces.of about the eane nrrriber plus strong fortifications at several points,

but nost of thelr equiSnent uas obsoleecent, they were not well deployed

for actlon agalnst an lnnad.er, and their attitude rcas nlxed and i:resolute.

Carrier{ased alrcraft of the three supportlng ARted navaL task forces

routd provlde the principal air support for the jnitlal assaults., The French

could nrgter an alr opposltlon of about 350 aircraft, and A:rLs alrcraft

bas€d in Slclly Troultf also be able to attack the Eastern Task Fonce.l

Allted landings began at 01O0 on I Novenber; strong resistance nade

lt qutck\y apparent that, secret negotiationg to secure the adherence of

French rntlttar1r leaders had falled. ![evertheless, at Algl.ers the Allled

forces nade rapld progress; by the end of the flrst day they had won French

agree@ent to a cessatlon of figbtlng and AILi.ed control of the clty. the

other trrp AILLed task forces also made substantful advances in the Casablanca:

Port Lyautey sector and near Oran, r'r?rlch they captlred on 1O November.

Ftgbtlng ceaeed ln aIL areas on lL llovember w?rem the local French connanders

negotlated an arnistlce. A ke5r factor in shortening the fighting r*as the



I

unexpected presence irr Algiers of Adn. Jean Darlan, Conrnrander in Chief of

the Artred Forces of Vichy France, wtro decided to srrlng over to the ALlles

and influenced other civil and military leaders to follow hirn. Durlng the

fightlng caruLer-based naval. aircraft and land-based alrcraft frnon Glbral-

tar operated effectively jn silencing strongpolnts, dlsr:nptlng the French

air reslstance, and interdicting the deploynent and reinforcement of French

forces.2

Although A]]{ed }osses were not r:nduJy heavy, eonsidering the size of the

operatlon' u{.re delay in Algerta and Morocco, together with the wavering

attitude of the French leaders in l\rnisia, perrnltted the cerrans to recover

fron their tactical surprise and n sh troops by air to Trrnls, beginning

on 9 }lovenber. On the sane day the Allies abandoned plans for a selzure

by parachute and conmando troops of I\nis and Bizerte and prepared for an

overland advance'of 400 rniles agpinst the I\rnielan strongholds, Meanwtrile,

the two Allied air forces-the American 'Iluelfth and the British Eastern

Air conrnand--began a buildup. Although the I'welfth nwrbered lrllla ajrr-

craft (?1 squaarons) and the Bastenn Air Conmand 454 aircraft (2! squadr.ons),

it r^ras possible to bring only a fraction of these to North Africa during

the fi-rst fe,w weeks because of the lack of hard-surfaced. alrflelds, Conse-

quently, the Gennans, operating fron alrfieLds near I\uris and ln Sicily,
held air superiority in T\misia during the cmcLal engagements of Deceniber

1942. Although aided by several successfirl alrborne and seaborne Landlngs,

ttre extemporized A'11ied land advance from Algiers was tumed back outsLdc

lJedeida, about 15 miles fncn ?rlrls, bx relatively srnalL A:ds forces brought

In from fta1y.3

During the r+inter of l_942-43 both sides buLlt up theLr forces in TrIrlsla,
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and the Arlles' carrled out en exbenstve prqgpn of airfie]d constnrction''

Irr Febnary, Romnelrs aqr, retreatlng westrrard fnom tlbya aheqd of l-{ont-

gomeryts Eighth Arqr, Jqlned with the Axis forees in I\rnlsia and lararched

an offensive that plereed the Anerican lines at Kasserine Pass' Tttougb

nmrerrtarL\r threateniag, the drive reached no.vital Folnt, and withdrarral

followed.4

Meanwhlle, h late Febrrrary the tactLcal aLr unlts of the I'welfth !'ir
Force and the Easterr Alr Comnand were removed from the control.of ground

comnanders and consolidated with other taetical and strategic air unlbs,

includlng the Western Desert Air Force in tibya, lnto one cohesive force

capable of integrated action. T?re resuLting Nor.ttncest Afrtcan A,1r Forces

(mlf') conslsted of tactical, strategic, and coastal forces. Dring ldareh

and Apr L 1943 the new organizatlon, in par{ by abandoning air unbrelLas

over ground unlts in favor of attacks on ener$r alrdromes, gradua11tr sup-

pressed the Genran taetical alr efforb, MAF and the Al1led naval forces

ptusued a campalgn of Lnterdiction that resulted ln the near stranguJation

of fucls supply llnes between Italy and ltnisla. A:ds sea and air tonnage

fel-I frorn a hlgh of 35t5OO ln January bo 23'OOO fuI AprLl, as against an

estimated need of at least 9OrOO0 per month.5

The Britlsh Elglrth Aruy reprrlsed the last important Axis offenslve

early in March, and on 20 }brch .the AILied forces began a serles of attacks

which ftrst outflanked the l,lareth Ljne in the south a.nd then pushed the

A:cis forces back into northerry"Tunisia. Tactical air forces harried the

retreatlng enemJr, destr"oylng more than 2OO vehicleg. W 23 April, I{AAF

had secured aj.r superiorlty; eneny tactieal alrcraft had ceased to be a

signlficant mi}ltary factor, and the Gennans had begur a partial evacua'tlon
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of the 'ftrnisi"a,n atrftelds. During the spring canpalgn air-ground support

by tactical aircraft consisted largely of dlfficult and not always succes-

ftrl ptnpoint bombing of concealed enerry positions fur br.oken eountrlr. A

change came on the clirnaetic day of 6 Uay wtren the Northwest African Tac-

tical Air Force flew more than 2r00o sortj.es to blanket an area four niles

long by three and one-hatf wlde ahead of the Briti.sh Flrst Arqrrg naln

attack. Under the concerted. air-ground effort the Axis defenses dlglnte-

grated. $rnl-s and Bizerte fell on f !day, and by 13 lfay alJ- enery eLements

had sur"endered. The bag of 275rON prl.soners represented the J,argest

single Axis loEs up to that time. Over 6OO danraged alrcraft rernalned, on

the captured airfLelds.5



TABIE 1

llmLslnn Whter Oaniralcr

Allled A:[ Order of Battle-5 Jan !f
Tot81

293
20a,
33
61
35
3o

6

-?zj?J+

:
22
41
35

3

4
273

RAF

lJi+
20
23
11
20

30
3

25r

I\reLfth AF

u9Flghters
Beaufighters
Flgbter-bombers
tlght bombers
Medltn bonbers
l{ear6r bonbers
GeneraL recon
Photo recon
Transports

Engnr g! AvattaUte for Trmieian Casrpalsr-Jan lf
(Bornbers based largely ln Sadlnia, SlciJy,

southern ltaly; fighters ln 1turtata)

Flghters

ME-IOg
rt.I-Igo

Bombers

JU-88

Italtan

Bombers
Fighters

150

225

560

SOIIRCEI Hlst, I2th AF ln Norttrwegt A,frl.ca, ,II, 1l-12.
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TABIE 2

Tunislan Sprlns Carnpalgr

Strensth--Nortlurest African hctlcal- Alf ForcS, 8- YIat Q

3r

^/c
Unlts

EAtr

248

lJ sqs

2b

2 sqe

3L9

5 sqs
2 sqs

3e3

? sps

Total

567

ho?

RAF had p Spitftre, I Bislry, & 2 fhrrribonber sqs.

USMF had 2 Spltflre, I P19, 1 P-40, 1A-20 $Wi 2 P-39 obsn sqs'
By I May, I B-25 ep & 1 P49 gp had been added--lO raore planes.

Strensth--Nofltr{gs!. Afriean Strategic Alr Force, 2L t{e,r Q
RAE, USAAFb T9tA1:- :-

^/c
Units

g.

b.

RAF had 2 WeJ*llngton sqs.

USAAF had 2 3-17, 2 B-25, I 8-26, & 2 P-38 gps.
By 1 l{ay, I 9-26, 2 B-L7, & I P-40 gps had been added--L?4 more
planes, totallng 58L A/C.

USAAFU

SOIJRCE: Hlst, 12th AF ln Northrest Afrlca, II, 34, 36.



TABTE 3

TngLfth Alr Force ln North Africa , ,,,,,,,',r,:,

Enenv and U.S. Alrcraft Clai-med Destrove4 and Danaged

19tc

Jan IO

Feb Ig

l,tar lg

Apr lr3

lfiry IO

10tal

95

178

L2g

191

332

3A2

L1227

U,S,

Degt

n
92

w

92

l_58

v5
64L

+d
35

5I

45

89

83

-95
368

&reqv Alrcraft

Prob Degt Dnsd

27 39

59 82

47 s)

64 105

81 UO

-n- -22
35r 538

SOURGE: 12th AF lbnthly Statlstlcal Sumary.
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&remv Airenafb IoEses @!45!,
Q Nov 1o42 to f& EE

In the alr
:

I Nov-18 Feb

By f2th AF
By EAC

19 Feb-l,Ij l4ay

By l,lAAF
By lrDAf

Deet Pnob Dest

772
303

Lr7)r4

6n
L?A

Dmsd

L66
160

381+
255

Total

J,rW
q21

3 1739

262
2J&
TOll.

1r2L0

l+1349

0n the Rrrourd

8 lfiov IC-U r{e;y l3

Transports
Bombers
Flgfters

It5
a
68

206

lr17IIOTAt 460

thT
22t
636

1r@4

2r?18

l+?Z
t67
965

t27
55

2n
-Lh6o

SOIIRCE: llLst, 12th AF ln Northwest Afrlca, II, 53-51+.
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Shlps CLqjned Sunk and Danased bf IIAAF

$ Nov LgtA - tA UaX ]'atr3

Cargo shlps

ldavaL ships

l{aval aux

l{Lac

IOTAL

Snnk

28

16

3o

_&
u5

Prob $+rk

31.

t5

L7

2L

8tl

Dnsd.

46

19

10

_uz

IL8

Total

rc5

50

57

!96

31:8

Tonnage 1131650 13Lr75O 85r35O wr75O

SOtIRCE: Ilist, 12th AF in Northwest Afrlca, TL, 54.
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T,*"If-th Alr Forcp lg Not'th Afrlca
Sortlee and lons of Bor&s Dnopped

T9tC

Jan 43

Feb Ir3

l{ar &3

Apr 43

lray 43

TOfAT

l{lgelons

908

&?

506

T&

Lrcnz

L.I2lL

hr8%

Eff SortLeg

4rIgI

3 1660

3rW
6'/79

12r0f8

11.(7a

41,815

$oneff Sortles

109

g2

a4

459

45L

376

1'fll

Tonnare

r1264

L1336

1r086

Lr653

3rW
6.a22

]/{.r85o

SOUBCEI l2th lf lbnt"tr\y Statlgtj.eal Srmmery.
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Afudromes
Hlghways
Ral,Lroads
Ratl yards
Ports & bases
Cltles & towns
Tnoop conc
Motor trnsp
Slgnal felty
Utllltles
Industrlp
Shipptng
Targets/oppor
Obher
Dumps

TOTAL TONI{ACE

L,326 3 r6t8
70 13e

t25 5472T+ H0
L,r62 4,39
rr370 LrhTQhn \wuI 365t1

a&1
zh]. 2J+I

?tz 2,?Jh
t& 52
63r

66 76

61022 141850

TIBIE ?

Trvelfth Alr Force ng Nogth Afrlca
Tons of Borbs bf, lYpe of Tarset

Lr119
29
t&
8l}

890
4L

t$9
t54

,3
11264 L,336 11085 Lr653 3 1489

255 r91 373 tflh
120L8

66 L63 6z W
52

913 535 392 49?
356
9 131 97 9814 38 28

L8

u5 t63 527u
1
I
I
7

666
I

L7

SOIIRCE: 12bh AF fronth\y StatlstlcaL Sumary.
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II. CoNQITEST OF SICIIT, Jttlr - AUfltS'r r9A3

At the Casablanca Conference in January 1943 the Britlsh and Ameri-

cans had declded to lnrrade SiciJy as soon as poselble after the conquest

of Tttnisla. North AfrLca waE cleared of en€uqr forces by J-0 May, and

the lsLand of Pantelleria r.ras bombed Jnto surrendering on l-1 June, The

landtng on Sici\y r*as scheduled for 1O July: the Britlsh Elghth Artry

rould land on the east coast of Sicl\y, below Syracuse, and arrwrd the

southeasternnost ttp of the isLand, whIle the Seventh U.S. Arng rcu1d

land tro forces on the south coast, one in the Gela-Sanpierl area and

the other near Licata, farther to the west. The operatlon uas glven the

code name lhrs}cy.I

ldorthrrest African Air Forces (UU,f)--.naln1y the Northwest African

Tactlcal Alr Force (Unmf)-carrled the burden of alr support for the

Slcilian operation. The Allles had avallable for this operation about

90O flghters, lfO rnedinm and lLght bombers, and 1$O healry bombers.

The AILled alr plan for covering the landlngs r,ras divlded jnto three

parts: corurteralr attacks to neutralize or dJ-sperse enen{r air forces;

attacks on communications and transportation to deny relnforcements and

mppJ-les to the eneryi close support to cover the l,andings and assist

the gnound forces.2

The first phase of the al-r attack destroyed much of the energrrs alr
strength and caused hln to disperse hl,s air units. Betrreen 15 Jrne ..and

9 Ju\yr NAAF planes dr"opped 5r1l+O tons of bmbs on alrfields ln SlciJy and
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Italy. By the end of June the eneqf had suffered such heariSr logseg that

he began to move hls al-r urrlts out of Slcily. To preve,nt reestabllshment

of eneugr air strength in S:lcily before the ]andlng, the A111es madc heavy

attacks on alrfLelds ln ltaly, around Capnra, Foggi.a, and Naples. For the

wtrol-e Sicilian campaJ.gn, the Al1ied alr forceg claimed about 800 e'ncrny

planes destroyed.3

As the neutralizatlon of enery air strength pr"ogressed, NAAF turned

lts attentlon to conrnmLca'bion and transportation faclli.tles. lhe flrst

step was to impalr ferrXr serrrice across the Stralt of Mesglna to LgoLate

Stctly frpm the rnainland. At the end of June a raid on the marshaltlng

yards at Messlna began a series of attacks w?rich conpletely demollshed

Messina station, nardsr and buildings at the hartor and ferry ternlnal.

Attacks exbended as far north as ldaples, md A]Iled planes continuously

covered the Messina Strait area to cut off reinforcenents.4

Dlrect alr support of the ground forces took three forms-troop

carrier operations, protectlon of the landjags, and attaeks on enerryr

strongpolnts and rnateriel. The Allles used 3?O alrcraft to dnop fr160

paratroops and 149 gHders to Land ncarly 21100 troops ln Sicily. AI-

though these helped speed'up the advance, the airborrre operations were

generally considered too costly to be worthwhile.5

On Dday-IO July--MAF planes flew nearly 11100 sortles to protect

the landings and hi.t enery forees behind the beaches. Only 12 of the

3r00O ships bringing Amerlcan and Britlsh troops to Sictly were srurk by

enern;r air action, although it had been feared that as nanJr as 3O0 night

be lost. During the flrst week after the landings the Allled fighters

and fighter-bqnbers exerted thei-r rnaln effort on roads, railtlays, and
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other targets behlnd the enenlr liles; they al-so stnrck gun positLons, ra-

dar statlons, and supply centers. Because the arrntee adr,'aneed so rapid\y,

there could be }lttle close alr support, although there were some outstand-

lng e:camples of thls later, particularly at Randazzo and lboina. Fron 18

Ju\y to 5 August, lbctical Ai.r Force planes tl.evt 265 fighter-bomber, 9?

llght bomber, and 12 neditm bomber sortles aga5nst Troina.

&rery dayLight aLr aetlvity practically ceased by 14 July. Orr the

Uth the AlLiec oecupi-ed the first of slx al"rfields ln slctly, &d by the

lfth they were operating fron five of them. When the Gerrnrans renewed

bomber ralds infrequently jn the first trco weeks of August, A3-lled figbters

foiled most of the attacks so that the danage lnfLtcted ,"" "r.u.6
After a counterattack of 1r-i2 July failed, the Gcrnnns fought to

hold a lLne based on Mt. Etna whlle they enacuatcd their forces across the

Stralt of Meesina, Allled armLee broke thls }lner supported by dcrrastating

air attacks agalnst such strongholds as Catanle, lboina, and Randazzo, and

oecupied aIL Sici\y by 17 August" The C'ernans nanaged to enacuate nost of

thetr troops, ferrying them across to Italy at night urder cover of ocbrenc-

1y heavy fLak. Allied ai.rcraft sank nany eneqf ships but could not stop the

rrithdraral.T

Ttlc capture of Sicily, coupled rrith heavy bombardment of the Italian
peninsula, bnought rtin to the government of Benito Mussolini, who fell
from powet on 25 JuIy. llis succcssors sued for peace and signed an arurL-

stiee on 3 Soptember l-9l+j. But this dl_d not end the carnpalgn ln ItaV,
for the Germans had cffective control of the country.S
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TIBIE 8

Alr $pemtiong ln Slcltv
&eb - Julv LqL,3

Combat Affgraft AvaLlable to ALLlea

Flglters gOb

Medlun and 1lght bodberg 572

Healy bombers l-.82

lufAt Lr658

1r160

75

r.60

r,395

!r Gernan and ltaLian.
!. Itallan.
g. Getmant.

lffo, Vol I[, fr lll' prP 1-3.

Conbat &trErs!! Avallab1e to Brenv(rn-gEy;Erffi',:a@ry)

Flglrtersa
t-

Torpedo bombers9

Iong-range bmbers9

lOTAL

SOURCEI AAF Ebaluatlon lBoerd Report,
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TABIE 9

Getman Alr Folce Streneth ln Slclly, Apnll ].9lr3
(dirrnanSourcest

I-englne f!.ghters

2-englne flghters

TotaI

345

_e2

l$l+

TABI,E 10

Cmbat Readv

a7

-n
309

(il,F Strength ln SlcLlv, Sgg!&!e, and Italr
l{a:-JUIE Lgllj

(Gennan Sources)

StcLLy

Sadinta

Central &
southem Italy

14 l{aE

l+L5

80

200

695

! June

275

80

w.
7t5

f! ftne

31'5

t_l5

?p.

720

1 JuIv

2W

L75

2L2

810

IO Julv

t75

u5

lL6O

750

souRCE: (c v:r re) & (c vrr
Div, Ju\y Lgt+L.

3) studles by I Abbel.lung, G,en Staff,



Al!:l.ed Atr Effort ln Slctllan Censfun
2:firl to 13 4gg +E4p

lota1g

gg$,fe, Tona

lor6otl

,r2L6 2rl3?

7,W 81974

Lrg33 5rB2

Dally 4gS

Sortles lons

L7

TABIE IL

Ft g[ters

F1glter-bombera

lledltu bonbers

Heav5r bonibers

nz
u6
r-90

47

55

80

131

SOIIRCE: AAF E\raluation Board Report, Irl1tO, VoI II, fr Il[, p 6.



18

TABIE ]2

Tonns and ports
Afudrones
Amed, reconnaissance
Barges and beaches
Grn positions
Petnol and awno dunps
Shtpping
Road and rall Junctlons
Tr:ansport conc entrra tlone

SOURCE: Ilist, 12th AF ln Stclly, III, 49.

TABIS ].3

222
35

_&
293

204
25?
J2
5JJ+

80?

&rerrr Alrcraft DestToved in StcllLan Cannaigr
15 Jun to U Agg larr3

Destroved ln conbat:
Flghters
Bocnbers
Transports
TotaL

De,stroved on the ground:
Flghters
Bombers
Transports
lotal

10TAL Enerrv losses

Sicil,lan Canpaler
Tactical Bomber Effort of lkeLfth ALr Force

! JUI to I? 4gg 19&3

Total Sortles

3 rL85
lr03l

59\
L67
320

96
39

489
70

5,9#

?ol II,

Percgrt

53.2
L7.2
9.9
2.8
5,3
L.5

,6
9.2
r.2

100.0

Tong of Bonbs

21800
1r08r

306
LA
N9

I+3

,+1
t+O3

lr,9

5 r05b

SOIIRCE: AAF E\rahratlon Boerd Reportn MIO, Pb III, P4.
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IL[. OPE|RATTOIIS II{ CENM,AI ITAUT
}.ABCE - AUqtS? 19t{4

0n 15 ltarch 19I* thc ModLtcrranaan Alttod Alr Forcea (l{AA,f) launchod

e ccrlcs of ettackc to reduce the cncrqrls flor of anppllcs to e lwcl tbtt
rculd nrake lt lnpraatLcabJ,e for hLn to natntatn and opcratc htc forccs ln

ccntral ftaly. fhe operatj-on wag dastgnated $trangle.* 01 11 lday the

ALL:Lcd alr and ground forccs bcgan a f\rll-gcalc offcnrlvc agalngt the

Gcroana, drlvtng thc Sqrth end Forrrtcantb Arulcc north of Bonc end prrr-

arlng then to the P[ga-F8nc, ]1ns. T]rla opcratlon, dcslgnatcd Dlada,

ended on 4 August rrlth the capturc of FLorencc and thc attalnncnt of mosb

other obJectlves. StqangS.er-Dladen thus conctttuted a eortlnuoug aLr

operatlon, wlth the pnlnclpl ehLfb ln tactics occurring on IL May-fron

almoct complete concentratilon on lnterdl,ctlon to.a eornblnatlon of lnter-
dLctlon and olose snpport.ll

At the begtnnlng of StrangLe the G,errnan arry ln central ltalf, conslgt-

tng of 18 dlvlsiono, heLd a serles of atrong poeitlons acrogt ltaly, south

of Anzio, from (bcta to TermolJ., lcrown aa the Grstav Llne, rrtth the natn

anchor pofuit at Cessino. The AILles werc dlvlded lnto trvo arales-thc

U.S. Flfth and thc Brltish Elghth.? They held a co:rslderable nrugrlcal l

_ 'Although UMF had attacked Oreinan comr:nlcatlons wlth rdgor as a part
of Operatlon Shingle durtng January and FebmarXrr: Strangle represemted a
much h,lgfter dcgree of concentration ag weII as a ehlfb fu thc target plan.
Durlng earJy l{arch nruch of M[AFre striklng po$er had becnidtverted, over
thc proteet of thc al-r conurandera, to saturation borobtng of Cassfuo tn 1pltf
c'tlEt{ip , for an unsuccesaf\rl ground assault. ttre dlrcctivc for Stranglc'
raqlsau,ed on L9 l{areh, bu{; the operation r*as aetualJy alred5r undcr.Bf,r

|'?Opcrating rndcr cach *rrqr.rvare sLzable contlngerlk from other Alrlcd
poirers.
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suptrlority but had not been able to break a stalenate of geveral monthe,

dcspite the estabLlshnerlt of a beachhead at Anzio behind the German front

and an lntcnslve serl€s of. attaekc at Caselno. Foltorlng the fallure of

thelr lsst nasslve attaek on 15 March, the A.LLted comand dctcrtlned to

nsc lts aLr forceg to weaken the G,erman arqrrr abILLty to rupp\y, rclnforec,

and shlfb lte forees so serlously that tt rcu1d be unable to resLst a

dcterulned ground attack or conduct a succescfirL rrithdrawal. lileanwhlle,

Allled grormd forces wotrld be refltted and thcir snpply qrstera butlt up.2

,Ttre Medltefran?n A'l1l,6d Iactlcal Al.r Force (mfm) ruidertook to carrSr

out thlg rrr-{csion tdth gome agslstance ln north Italy and along the coagta

fion the !{edltcrranean AILled Coastal Alr Force. Durtng the perlod covered,

HATAF controlled an average of about 1r70o opehatLoaral aLreraft and Eould,

occaglona{y drar ln another 21000 frcin the other }IAAF comnands. Slnce

thc ALIles hcld alr superlority, tLro operrations of the Luftnaffe constltuted

only a mlnor annolrance. Durlng Strangle, tbe rryrln effort r*as dlreet€d

agalast ratl llnes, the nost effLclent exlsting neaRs of tnnslnrtatlon.

It dtffered from prevlous alr lnterdLctLon canpalgna, for ths AILled pla,nes

ettacked sactlons of rall Llnea rather than a parttcular category suEh as

narchal-llng ysrds or brldges. When the inerry turned to other means of

transport, such as lmtor vehiclce and coestw:lae barges, MAAF aLso attacked

thegc. UJ.ttnate3.y, nearly aL[ enq transport movemcnt uas conflned to

nigtrt.3

By 4 !{arch, at Least two breakg }rEd beenr estab}lshed ln evarlr north-'

goutb ral-I }hne, so that subetantlelly all eneqr supp[es aouth of Florencc

had to novc by alternatlv€ n€BrrSr By the end of $arch the average nruber

of rallroad cuts per day waa 2J, rlslng to 75 by nld-May. ?otel daidy
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transporb capablJ.ity feLl from more than Sorooo tons to below ir@O, cape-

able of supporting only the Hghtest defenstve effort.A

By 11 May the stage was sct for Dladem, the conblned gnorrnd-alr attack.

Ttre drlve for Rone and the Po VaILcy bcgan r+tth hcavy attackg on the Genman

r{.ght flsnk betrcen Casslno and the Medl.terranean. ALmost lrmedLate\y tho

thry1ns cxperlenced cr{.tlcall chor"teges of amnnltlon because, of,lack of

transport. Forced to attmpt day novenent of slrppEes and ragn tv 3o3or
transport, the Germans lost ln Gxc€ss of I0r00O notor vchlclcc dcgtlryed

and damaged by Al]l.ed aireraft betwcern 15 !{arch and 22 Junc. pqiag the

sane pertod the Cermang nadc a preclpltate wlthd.ranal of abgut m rn.llesr rnf-

fortng 'an estlmated f0r000 casrraltles, about one-third of thelr forceg ln

Itely. Rme fel't, on 4 June and Florence on { August. Ihc rctreat stopped

rhcn th_e Gcrmens reached a prepered defense zonc cxSendfng fnon PLsa, to

I'ano. Herc thcy wcrg flrpportcd by reLatlvely urdarnaged supply. ri4es, the

allted supp\y }lnes werc stretched to the rLnlt, and a large rart gf, the

AILtcd aLr gtrength n8s drawn off to support the lnnacion of southern

Franee.5
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TIBIE 14

liaTAE
BoBb Tonnsne. Io!!os. VlctorLcc

I l{er to 31 Jut I9I4

|lrrg,L/e opl
Avg crclr! t'f-l
Sorti.es

Eff cortl.cc

Tong b@bs dropped

Alrcraft loct

Alrcraft dngtl

hery n/C cest

Srry A/C prob dcct

&rcry Vc aned

AAF

n8
sa

66,955

601601

5L'Tl8

3b9

bvl

s7

2L

l+7

EAE

5g9

789

69,w5

69,272

L5,7y)

n6
268

L65

n
sl

EAE

,2

82

3rW

3 168

2r6W

9

I
2

2

2

lotal

Lr33g

Lr6gb

wr2r3
l3zrbgt

Wr?J+L

63t+

683

25'+

l+3

136

$OIRCE: !{AAF lbnthJy Statlctlcal Snmary.
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TABIA L5

ldllAF AonU lonnare !g trernet Cateror'lca
I Mar to 31 Jul I9A,L

trrreet

iln eile
Portr & baaee

Rallroads

w
Itlchmya

CltLer & tornc

a/r a an nrat

lboop eonc

ShJ.pplng

Indua sgtb

Supp\y dunps

Br{dgcr

Itllec

?OTAt

Atg

390

lrl*98

26rffi'

1rtrf9

rL'3LL

Lrligfl

l4l&

3 163?

w5

,to9

212168

g.

ITlt

5Lr',fl'l

RAF

&l

952

L1si,5

985

7 161*8

749

89r

2rW

5L

w
8r.8

2r2g)

Lg3

LgrSV)

Eg,

4

76

Ir83

@

665

2r67Q

lot8l

w
215?6

30r4t

', Ir;2&

L91624

21336

LrSW

6'4o5

166

. boz

3,335

2r?6.3

317

nrw

t2

5L

,o

u9
g

!r Inclrded rrrdcr ER & Iltgtrwaya"

SOIEGE: l{MF ldonth\y Statlatlcal Sumary.
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TABIE 16

UATAF Bouber and Flchter Sorti.ea
1 Mar to 3l Jul Lgrrrr

Bober

Flg[ter-bombcr

Strafe and ftghter cwsop

Fatrol and aeranble

Escott

TOfAt

AAF

24rW

33,a36

L349

3 rL?o

2.O22

64rooo

nAr

g1296

18r084

2r5A3

2rlgL

LL.L,[2

62r2L9

FAF

915

2rIL8

w

o0

3 1267

ryt"1
33,635

.53 r8,8

8 1995

513&

-]3.2<r,

L29rl+86

S€IIRCE: l{MF }trnth\y Statlstlcal Sumary.
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?ABIE 1?

l{Mf Tarrct Destnetlon
U !s, to & Agg 1o&l', '

Sortlcs
Tonc boubc
A/c dcct
A/€ loat by I{AAF
l{r/T dcet
tflT dn8d
Ipconotlvss dect
Ioconotlvcs dngd
RR carg dcgt
RR cars dngd
Brtdges dcst
Br{dgcs dngd
funcl-g dcst
frnncls dngd
Dunps dcct
Bldgr exploded/burning
RB traekg cut
Stdpa & maII boats sunk
Shlpa & gnalL boata dngd

(r5 uar-rf uay)
Stranrle

65r0o3
SirLOb

296
365
818
n6
I*2
7t

337
5L6

(ra u"y-4 a,tg1
Dtad€m

68r6?0
42'999

no
281

6,1&5
5rlt8

60
n

LrSW
21066

220
53
9

3L
sl
90

L,h74
82

n8

lotal

L53 r6n.16rLg'

56
646

?,w
6r3gg

L22
148

1168/*
21582

82
ne

5O
100

SCIIBCE: Ih !fA?AF, Operatlon Dl"adem, I tl"y-l* Aug &4, Ann B, p 13i U[IF,
Strangle-Interrllctlon tn ltalf, ln USAF lllst Dtv Archlvea3 AAE
!g Wonlld War f,l V, 3n-U+.
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TAEIE 18

Trrelfth Al.r Forcc Sortlea !g Stramle
15 !{ar to 1! Etr 1a&4

$rpe Mlgglon

Bonblng

Iand patrol

Convoy & hartor patroJ.

REconnalsBance

Eccort

Strafe & flghter sweep

0ther

IUfAI

SOIIRCE: I\relfth Alr Force
9 Aug l+4, p 5.

Sortiee

L9,920

41932

21622

L'5Ob

2'48O

5??

267

321302

Perccntafe

6L.6

L5.3

g.l

4.7

7.7

1.8

'8
100.0

Far{lclpatlon ln Strangle and Dtadcm Operatlons,
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TABIS 19

Trclfth Alr Force Sortieg tn Dladcur
12 lIaE to 4 4gg LJtl+

I\me MLgslon

Bombtng

Ia,nd patrol

Convoy & harbor patnol

ReconnaLcsance

Eeeort

Strafc & ftghter sreep

ObbEr

!OTAI

Percentale

79.o

6.1

7'.5

3.8

.2

3.O

.lt

Lm.o

Sortteg

24ra63

116r/1

21276

11160

62

920

13q

30r&€fl

SOURCE: n clfth ALr Force pertlclpatlon
9AWl&tp5. ln Stranglc and Dtadcn Opcratlorr,
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IV. IIIE WAR IN ITATT
SEPIEMBER L9I$ - AIRIT 1945

Afber the conquest of Siclly 1n July-Aueusl l9l+3 the AlILes took ad-

vantage of Mlgsollnirs faII and used thelr large forces ln the Med'lterra-

nean to fu,rvaclc ltaly. Or 3 Septeriber the Brltlsh Elghth Arry cr"ossed

the Strait of Messlna, and on the 9th the Amer.Lcan Flfth Ary landed at

Salerno, hoplng to cut off tbe Cerman forces resisting the British and

qulckJy take the port of !{aples. Hope of a quick and declsive vlctory

soon faded because the Gernans withdrer sr'rtftly before the Brltiah and the

Amerlcans faIled to achleve surprlse at Salerno.l

The Flfth Anryr, supported by about 800 eorties a day fron the North-

weet Afrlcan Air Forces (NA,AF) and AILled naval forces, gained a foothold

at Salerno, but a strong Genran cor:nterattack of L2-L6 September threat-

elred to drive the A.nerlcan troops lnto the sea. To strengthe,l: the beach-

head the AlLles fLew three airborne mlsslons dropptng rpre than 3r0OO nen

ln the battle area during 13-15 Septenber. The ftrst two nrlsslons achieved

urusuaL sncceEs and helped nateri,a1ly to stem the C'ernan offenslve. Ir

a,n a}l-out effort to defeat the German counterattack, I{AAF planes flew an

average of aLnost I'3OO sortles and dropped more than 1r@0 tons of bottibs

each day on Gernan posltLons durlng &-n Septernber. In the target area

the bon:ib denslty reached ?60 tons per square nLle in thLs four-day ef,fort.

AlthoWh the C'ermans could still prrt up more than 1@ sortles a day 1n

Ital1 they rrsed thelr alr strengttr almoet entlrely against sldps off the

beaches and troops ln the beachhead, leaving thelr oun t:roops and transport
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cmpleteJy e:cpoeed to devastating alr attacks. Ttrey suffered guch heary

locses that on the 16th they began puLltng back, perqtttlng tbe Flftb Arry

to go on the offensive.2

By I October the Anerlcans had taken Naples, and the Briti.eb, drlvlng

up the eagt eoastr had captured the valrrable complex of air bases arnound

Fogglar fron wldch strategl.c bonbers could etrlke central E\rmtrr- Uader

elr eover the A1lles had landed 2oor0oo troops, Ioorooo tons of supp[ea,

and 30rooo vehlcLes, whi.le loslng on\y flve ablPe gunk and nlne danaged

by enery aLrcraft. t{evertheLess, AILied almLes hrere soon gtalled as thegl

encolpttered the Geman Qrstav Line, the nrgged terraln of the .Apennl,nes ,.: , , :

and rrnusnral.ly bad wlnter weather.3 ,,,

At the Calro Conference in Decenb er L9l+3 the Brltlsh and Aner:lcans

deeLded to curbaAl efforts ln southern Elrrope ln favor of the ccsss-charu0eln..

attack on westetn Errrope and to nove nogt of the rnaJor air cornmanders Ln

the Medlterrane€rn to &rgland. AlL Altled alr rurlts ln the Mediter.ranean

uere merged lnto the l{edlterranean Allled ALr Forces (MAAF), eorrmranded by

Lt. Gen. Ira C. Eaker.A 
:

Although the Medttenanean had become a secondary theater, the AIL[es 
:

sttlt hoped for an early conqueet of ltaly and were detenrLned to support

the naJor csrtegt by keeplng the Geruans tn rtaly under constant preFaur€.

Durtng the rvtnter of 191+3-{. they rnade a rnuber of uneuccessf\rL attenpts

to break thnorrgh the Grstav tlne, the nost tnpor"bant of ntrich m,s ooor- , ,

dtnated nlth the landing behlnd the . enerryr Llnes at Anzlo on 2, January Lgl/1,.

Betweerr I Janrrary and 15 Febnrary L9l+b I{AAF planes, Jncludlng heavy bonbers,

fLew more thsn 351000 sortlee and dropped a totaL of about pr55e tons of .

bonbs ln eupport of ground forces, but the Fifth Ary faIled to break the . -
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Grstilan llnc. ltrs Anzio troopr, constantly pnlshed by enenXp arti.lIery,

cotrld not break out of theLr snall beachheed. Assistlng ln another attenpt

to plerce tbc 6rct8v Llne, Ir{A,AF bmbers snashed the town of Cassino on 15

l,[arch, but tha Flfbh Ar:ny fall€d tn this effort also, part]y because it

could not rcve fast enougtr to take complete adnantage of the Cernan con-

frrslon.S

In dtd-U8rch, }fAAF Launched a gerles of alr attacks deslgned to reduce

the aneqrtc flor of supplles to the polnt rhere he could not sralntain and

operate hls forcec. Tenred Operation Strangle, thls canpal-gn stnrck pri-

nar{y at the north-south railnoads and secondarlly at shlpplng and roadg.

Ttre rallnoadg of centrral ltalX, since they contained numerous bridges and

turnels, afforded a pronising target for guch an interdLction ca,npaign.

The naln burdcn of the operatlon fe1I on t4lr,AFrs 1r?OO tactical fighters

a,nd nedlnn bonbers, assisted at tlmes by healry bombers and str:ateglc fight-

6!sr Slnce !t1s lllres possesEed air superlorlty the tuf.txaffe could offer

lttle rnore ttran occasLonal anno;rances. W ?J+ March, MAAF planes had bro-

kenr everlr north-south raih.oad lLne ln at least two places; by the end of

l6rcb the average ntrnrber of ralkoad cutg had rlgen lo 25 per day, and by

nid-!{ay to 75. DaLly railroad capaclty fell fron 80rO0O tons to 4'OO0t

far belor the capaclty needed to support the (brnan aIry ln battle.6

On Lt ilay, the Flfth and Eighth ArzrLea, paced by MMF fighters and

bmbers, leunched Operatlon Dladem--a drlve on Rome and the Po Valley'

In the alr, Dl"addrr rr:as essentially a continuation of Strangle. the C'emans

soon found thenselves wlthout adequate transport and resistance quickly

cr.nnbled. Arlled forceg re]:leved Anzlo on 25 t{ay, +.ook Rome on 4 Junet

and culmJ.nated the drlve rith the capture of Florence on { August. In
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thelr 2@+1Le retreat, the Gernans atteurpted to move m€n and strpplles by

motor transpor"b durlng dayltsht houro. ltrey lost nore tban 101000 motor

vehicleg ln addltlon to ?01000 mern, near]trr one-tlrird of thelr force ln

Italy, UAAF aircraft fler 5Or00O sortLes ln Jrxre alone, noetly ln support

of the gnorrnd advance. I?re Gemans wf,thdrew to a front short of the (bthlc

Ltne (P[sa to Rlnlnf)--tn the rcuntains south of the Po Rlver, where they

rere able to lold, Iarge\y because Allled supply llnes nere ctretched to

the lLnlt and a nunber of both grorurd and air unlts had been dlvcrted firom

Italy to aupport the lnvaaion of aouthern Fnnce.T ' : " ' '

Deeplte thc transfer of E gl.zable part of thetr l{edlterranean forces

to westEna E\rrope, the AlLles stLLL hoped to conquer ltal.y tn the faIL of

Lgtjq,. But tn thta thcy falled. Ttre Gerrans heLd on grJ.n]y to thelr po61-

tton tn the hlgh nountalns between PLsa and Ri.mlnl. During the fall and

nlnter of L9r&-45, planes of ltAAF swepb aLmost unopposed over northenn

Italg, nrecklng e,nesqf comrxrlcatlons fron the (bthic Ltne to the Brenner

Pasg ln the Alpa. It becarne danger.oue for any type of vehlcle to nove

durlng dayllght hours ln the Po VaIIey.S

ltre ftnal ground offenslve began on 9 Aprlt l9l+5t after earller Giermen

feclerg for gurender terms had faited to pnoduce results. By 20 Aprd.l

the cneryrs llnes were br.oken and he nade a dash for the Po, but rtrsr thls

happaned he ruas flnlshed. He had the meang nelther to stave off disagter

nor to nake a rapld rlthdrawal. t{egotlatlons began on 29 AprlJ., and the

Germang sunendcred uncondltlonaLly on 2 May L945.9
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TABTE 20

l,lAAF Effectlve Sortles aqalnst ltalv
b[, 3sp9, t Ngr, ]otn3 - 39 ApE, lo''q

lVpe

Bonber

Flghter-bonber

EEcort

Strefe & ftghter sweep

Patrol & scranble

Isnd reconnatssance

Sea recoruraLggance

Couvoy escort

ALr-Sea reacue

U-boat tnnt

Photo reconnaigsance

Weather reconnaLssance

MLscellaneous

TCIIAI

Effectlve P+f""
29L'7Ol+

206rgzL

agj rL5T

&1729

50r418

z7 ro2l+

6rl]u4-

28'396

? 
'oL3

LOr2g2

]4rzgL

4rr85

lr.l'36

g)81581

SOIRCE: I{AAF & I{AAF MONthlY Stattstlcal Sumarlr, 11sy lj!-Apr I+5.
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TAEIE 21

I\r€tfth and Flfteenth Air Forces ln MTO
Effectlve lactlcal .Sorbfeg
septenber 1or," - Aprll IoLq

Tnelfth AF

Sep 19Ir3
Oct n
l{ov tl
Dec tt
Jan I9Iy'+
Feb lf
Mar It
Apr t
!{aY n
Jun a
Jul n
Aug n
SeP tf
Oct ff
Nov n
Dec tl
Jan L945
Feb tt
Mar n
Apr n
Total

TacticaL Sortleg

toro55
D'557
7,6gh
gr3Lg

u'368
9r46L
9 rTlZ

Ia'559
1?r14
t3;a62
1orolg
13,670 .

9,bgh
6'539
9 r€rlo

LapSo
9 r87
9rng

LL'7?J'
L(.32?

22Or5OL

Flfbeenth AF

Grand IOTAJ,

8.8L9
2Jl+r32O

SOIIRCE: I{AAF & I{AAF Month\y StattstLcal SururarXr, Nov lp-Apr [Jg AAF
E\ra}ratlon Board Report, l{.1'0, Vol II, Pb III, App 13 HLst,
t 5th AF, I, 424.
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'ffiffi=P'ffilPfft'fffi
Tarret

t/o atlc
Fort facilltles

Railroads

ldarshalLlng yards

tll.ghrays

lr,lT & eneqr novenent

Troop concentratlon

ShLpplne

Supply dunpe

Brtdges

Ottrers

TOIAI,

Tonnage

32191+9

25 rg6
1o8r3O?

l3l+r26L

33,n9

6,39h

?oro88

2r25h

18rl-82

25,756

4.586

l+62rL22

SQURGE: NA,AF & I.fAAF l,icnttr\y Statistical Surnmary, Wov 43-APt l+5.
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v. IWASIOI| 0F SqtmtEm[ ]n0,t{cE
.AUq'ST 1944

In Decemrber l9I'3 the A]Iles first nade the deciclon to Jnnade south-

ern Eranee ln conJrrnctlon with the rnaJor AlL{ed lnvaslon of uestern,France.

Because of the fluld situatlon tn ltafy and the demands of the t{orurandy

operations, the decLsLon for the openatlon dld not become flnn rmtll 2 Jul,y

L9l+h only slx rreeks before Dday--l1 Auguot. the naln obJectlvea of the ,

operatlon were to capture a naJor port threugh rhich supplles and, rqlnforce-

ments esuld flow, Launch a large-scale fLanklng attack against G,ennan forces

battling the Allles ln westenr France, and Jotn the Alliod forces from.

l[omandy to liberate France and decisiveJy defeat C,erman armles ln the West.

ALLted alr unlts r'rculd neutrallze enery alr forces, pnotect the assarl.lt

operations, prevent or retard €neqr movemnents jnto the aseault area, pro-

vlde air support to ground tr.oops (including the Freorch lta,qule), and dnop

aLrtorne tnoops.l

erelJ-ulnlry alr operations in support of operation Dragoon, ag the

lnnaslon beca,me lcrown, began as early as 29 Aprll 19t* wtth a heav5r bosiber

attack on Toulon. From thls date to the begtnnlng of the imedl^ate pre-

lnvasLon bonblng, on 10 August, the Medlteranean A]lled Alr Forces (I,fAAF)

attaeked C,etman subnarine pens and. airfields, Snterdlcted supp{y Llnes lnto

IhlV, and mashed ltaltan-French conrnr:nlcations from Genoa to l,larseLlle.

Thege olrrations aLso eontributed to the ALlLed offenslves ln Nomandy and

northern Italy. Although approdnately one-quarter of these attacks npy

be considered as dlrect support of Dragoon and the remainder ae lndlrect,
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they not only achleved e:rbensive nllltary darnage

Jectives of the AILied assault.2

but helped cloak the ob-

Tlte AlLles stepped up preliminary air operations on ! August. rn an

lmportant lnterd.tetion effort, Al1ied aircraft nrad.e five of the s5x major

railuay brid.ges across the Rhone unserrriceable and cut rail lines across

the river. Because the Gerrnan Air Force offered. so little opposLtion,

on\y a few corurterair actions took pIace, prjmarily the bonbing of the

Berga.no airfield jn northern ltaly. During this phase, A115-ed bombers

also attaeked subnrarine pens at Tou1on.3

?he maJor Al}led ground cornnand for the southern France campaign was

the Seventh Arry, contaj-ning nine crack U.S. and French divisions and the

lst Airborne Task Force, composed of British and Arnerican troops. The

Western Naval Tagk Force with 935 vessels fr.on Allied navies handl_ed the

naval phase of the invasion. Under MAAF the XII Tactical Air Command

contrnolled al-l tactical air r:nlts in the assault area, jrrclud5ng aircraft
of the Angro-Anerlcan carrier task force. MAAF had a composite u.s.-
Brltlsh-French force of about 2/.lOO operational aircraft based on 14 fields
in Corsica. lfAAFrs Fifteenth Aj.r Force, with about 900 bonrbers based in

the Foggla area, also assl-sted ln the janasion. To mor:nt the airborne

operation, a provisional U.S. troop-earrier air division (includ.5ng Brit-
lsh glider pilots) uas located on 10 Italian airfields nort! of Rone.4

To oppose the invasion, the Crermans had 10 weak divisions, or partial
dlrrisions, fui southern France, lncluding four llmited-employment d.ivisions

ln the vleinlty of the assault ap€&o Only one panzer division tras comlrar-

atively strong. Behind the inrrasion zone were 22rOO0 armed Maquis. The

Gesnan A1r Force had some 200 alrcraft, lncludlng 90 Jit-88 bombers for use



37

agalnst Arlled shipping. Dur{.ng the week preceding the lnvasLon, this
maIL force uas badJy mauled by ALLted air attaeks. The only factore jn

the enerryrs favor were sizabLe eoastal defenses and a terraln well eulted

for defe,nse.5

Healy preinvaslon bonbing, beglnnlng on 10 August, heJ-ped neutralLze

the naln coastal defenses and radar statlons in the assault area. JUI ,

TAC ftghter-bombers strafed sev€lr alrfieLds tn the Rhone delta and north-

ernIt'a1y.Durlngthefourdaysbeforethelnvasl.on,Ir{MFp1anesf].ew

more than 51400 sortLes anddropped 6r?Zj tons of bombs. Drrtng the four

hours precedlng the invaelon, all aircraft Jolned in an attack agalnst

coastal and beach defensesr, flying almost 1r0oo sorbLes and droppbg ?bz

tons. Powerful raids on the Genoa area helped persuade the Cierzrans that
the attack wonld come ln that reglon. Ttre enery uas further eonfuged by,

slmulated nanal assaults ln rnaqy pJaces and a slmulated airborne attack ,:

bY flve C-4?ts.6

lhe alrborne operations began sev€n hours before the anphlbious land-

lngs and contlnued later in the day. About 0L0o on 15 August, nlne path-

flrrder pla,nes carrying J.21 paratroops took off fronn Italy 1n three serlals

for the Frenrch coast. the paratroops sqcceeded in eetting up navlgatLonal

alds lJl one zone accord.ing to plan and ln another l"ate on D-day but were

1O nLles off at a thfulfl. Followtng the pthflnders the troop carriers

for the flrst paratroop mlssion began taking off at 0150, 396 pJanes fry-
lng about 516@ men and L05 pleces of artiuezy to thelr drop zones, De-

splte fog and roe}ry ground, one group made the most accurate dnop of the

emtlre rrar. Other groups nLssed thel-r uones by many mlles, and the entire

operation nas about !O percent effectlve.T
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Before 06O0 a glider nLssion took off fprn Tarquinla wlth artillerll

for BrLtlsh paratroops, 35 aircraft towtng Horsa gliders and 40 otters

tovrtng Wacos. Because of bad, weather, only 33 gllders, all hracosl coltr-

pleted the mLgsl-on after their release at 0926. Another gllder mission

of 37 gliders preceded the second paratroop miseion, which began aL l-555

when 41 planes took off with ?36 troops and 10 tons of supplles and eqrip-

ment. ltre pla,nes arrived at the drop zone at 1804 and, in the naln, the

paratroop Jr:np uas guccessfirL. A big glider mLssion follorred imnediatelyt

seven serials towlng 335 gllders contalning 2r25Q men and large quantities

of equltrment. Al-though pJ percent of the gllders reached the landing zane,

nnny were wrecked, 1I of their pllots kLJ-led, and about 100 of the troops

serious\r hur+. Altogether, the airborne rnlssions of the 15th were highly

successfifL, and few maJor fl,aws narred the operatlons. They encorrntered

no hostlle aircraft and very little flak. By evening the alrborne forcet

whleh nret litt1e resi-stance, had assedbled most of Lts scattered merabere

and contaeted the ground troops. A J.arge stray group had Jolned French

I,Iaquis in capturlng the trnportant tor,qn of St. Tropez.S :

MeanwhiLe, at 0800 on the l5th the VI Corps of Seventh Aruy landed

on beaches east of Toulon against little oplnsLtion. ltre C'erman Air Force

flew only 60 sorties in the area during the d.ay, whl-le enerry gr"ound troops

could not bring in rejnforcements over roads blocked by MAAF bombers.

Beg5nning at ll-hour, A11ied boribers and ffuhter-bombers pounded coastal

positJ-ons, strongpoints, bridges, and roads. During D-day MAAF fl-ew lrr&9

effective sorties , 3 1936 in direet suppod of ground troops. )CfI TA,C ':

engaged 1f ME-lO9rs, destroying 3.9

By aoon of the 17th the three infantry divlsions of the VI Gorps had
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passd the beachhead line, the lst Airborne Task Force had moved irilb,nd

to capture Draguignan, and French reserves were comlng ashore. Ibcploiting

the breakbhrough j-wtedlatelf,, one ground task .force prrshed, tonard Grenoble

to trap Germans ln the Rhone Valley wtrlLe another moved to the ltal-lan

frontler to block passes through the A1ps. ErJoying complete air superl-

oraty, gnornd tnoops moved so rapidly that they had to be supp1:led by air.
Air urlts proteeted advapcing tnoops and bonbed. retreatlng enemy troops

and conrmmication llnes. AILted ground forces rnoving northard took Grenoble

on the 22d and tr4ontst{r"aar on the 28th after a fulL-scale battle with rear-

guard Cennan troops at the letter city. 0n the 28th, Fr6nch truops also

caBttrred the important,ports of Toulon and }farseill-..10 :

' 
"'''Ttre $evearth A,rrry nor mshed nortlpard to get behlnd tfre C,ennani jn

the Paris arear but logistics rather than the enemry hampered the drive.
,,', ,,

Afber 28 August, only EI TAC operated against the fl-eelng eemalsr Moving

to atrflelds irr southern France, lt steadily bonbed and stmfeA tfra engq1,

exacting a heavy toll. Afber the 30th, )m TAC refralaed fnom destroylng

br{dges a^nd comnunLcation llnes because of the silrrijtness of the AllLed ad-

lntnCer German air resistance was so weak that MAAF could cLain only 10

enemJr pJanes d,estroyed. in conbat between 10 August and IL Septenber.U

On 3 September, Freneh tnoops entered Lyon whlle VI Corps moved to

block an enenqr escape through the Belfort gap. Or the ILth, French troops

contacted U.S. Third Ary rrnits near DiJon, and on the 14th the Seventh

Arry net the thjrd Army. 0n the nexb day, the Seventh Arry and French

Arry B were formed futo 6ttr Arrny Group, while XII TAC moved from the op€r-

ational control of the Mediterranean AILied Tactical Air Forces to that of

the U.S. t{inth Air Force.P T?ris conpleted the transition of these forces

frona the Medlterranean to the E\rropean Theater of 0perations.
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TABIE 24

Nutnegl

YotarnE,

Ducr^ot9

TOSAt

3,2A2

969

?.aq7

t2rl..28

-[ Noneff
Sortles

10

30

8*

Bonb
Tonnaee

21388

h68

3.626

6rlr8z

tu&
Dest

l+

1

h.

9

L/s.
Airborne tls.

LOSt

25

5

il.
81

g-sEEffi" Nutneg:
b. Operation Tokrur:
gr Operation Ducrot:

D-5 to D-day.

Ihnber Hit

1A'ILV)

w
Atzv<,)

h2

a
a

7t
I

38

Operation Dragoon, Annex D, pp

0350 of 15 Aug l& Lo 0800 (n-hour).
H-hourLoDl6.

TABIS 25

Tareets Ifit bX, MATA,F in DraEoon
10 - 2] &Eg lallt

Tarset

Brldges

Motor vehicles

Railroad cars

Iocomotives

Tanks

Alrfields

Aircraft on ground

SOURCE: MATAF, Report on 5-M, 13-18.
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TABIE 26

Tarset

Hailroadt

Shippl"ng

Roads

TOTAL

J
28

MAAF

Troop coneentratlons

Ports

Eneny airfields

TOTAL

TABIE 2?

Attacks on Commtrnications
l-t - 20 4g 19&4

Bonrb Tonnage

9 r]?L

21593

L.A26

L2'79o

liflSenttr Air Force - Attac!(9 9n Communications
U - 20 Ass, ]9&&

Sorties

t1369

87

280

Lrn6

Tons

3,388.25

199.50

550. qo

4r2l+8.25

losses

2L

Tons pgg pgll

338.93

rg.g5

66.o5

bZ+.93

SOURCESI Hlst, llth AF, App I; HLst, MAAF, 10 Dec 43-1 Sep U+, E, 246.
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"lgg. Sngeort of Srvasion of Southlern France
10 Aue - 11 ggP 1q''''

Boeb tonnaqe

1€ Aue-14 Aug

J-l Aug-H-Hour

1l Aug-.LL Sep

TOTI,L

Air Forces

laetlcal- Air Force

Strategic Air Force

Coastal Alr Force

TOTAL

Effectlve sorties

Planes lost

Ioss i.ate

61725 tans

T&n
6.ql;n tt

74rOO9 tr

7 1857

5 t?t+5

leOT

l4r@9

I,g)o
L9h

0.0081. percent

SOIIRGE: Hist, I{AAF, l-O Dec 43-1 $ep l4, TI, ?J+6.
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Airborne l,Iissions - Invasion of
]5. As, !2&.

Southern l'rance

Sorties intended

Sorties accomplished

Paratroop sorties

Glider sor.bies, Waco

Glider sorties, llorsa

Trgops dellvered

Paratroops

Glider troolx

Paratroops on or near DZ

Glider troops on or near IZ

Erop casualtj.es

Ianding casualties

Artlll-ery lieees delivered

VehLcles delivered

Other supplies and equiprrent

857

852

l+Al+

372

36

9,Q99

6r488

216l.]-

5M

90-95fi

2%

4%

273

22t

50O tons

SOIIRCE: USAFI{S 7l+, pp 107-8.
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trI. I.TBEA,ASTON OF WESMAN H'ROPE AT{D COI{QIISST OF @R!{AlIr
Jtt![E 191'.,1+ - MAY 1945

Before the A1lLes lnvaded western Etrrppe ln June L9l+h, they had galned

supretnacy in the air. Ttre officlal U.S. Arny historlan of the t{ortandy

operatlon states:1

Ttre Gennan Alr Force. had been d.efeated by the Conbfuied
Bomber Offemslve ln the ear.ly nonths of 19114. Ttris vLctory
the A]Ltes were gure of. ftre lorowledge rns the most lnpor-
ta^nt lngredient ln the flnaL decigion to go ahead wtth OVEEIOID.

After crlppJ.:lng the Crerman Alr Force, A1lled strateglc and taetical bonberc

stnrek at railroads and bridges in France and Belgiwn to paralyze C,erman

tnoop and rnaterLel movements. Attacks on radar r.arning statlons aad V-L

sltes were aLso vital- to the success of the invaslon.2

Preceded^ by a masslve airborne operation and heaqJ air and naval bon-

bardment, flve Allied dlvieions landed on the beaches east of the Cotentln

Penfuisule ln Nonnandy on 6 June L9tt4. Under a fLghter cover fbrnished by

171 Allled equadrons, the convoys were practleal-3y frse fnon alr attack,

and the AlLLes cuccesded tn gatntng a foothold in France. Protectlng the

invasion force were the U.S. Elghth and Ninth Alr Forces and the RAFrs

Sccond lbctl-caI ALr Force and Alr Defence of Great Brltaln.* Facing the

d'l]{ss in France and the low Corurtries were 58 German dlvisLons, organLzed

into Arry Groups B and Gi but continulng AILted lnterdict!.on prevented the

Gcrmang fron masslnE more than 14 battered dlvlglons for defense. The

Crernan Alr Force ln the area, Luftftotte 3 t tras errbrene\y weak, rvtth only

5O to l2L ftghters operational. Ttre U.S. Flrgt Arqy capturcd Cherrbourg

-.-16?ii-gra,ted Flglrter conmand nntLl 15 Noven& er L9l+3.
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on 27 Juner but the Germans took fuII advantage of the ter aln to hold

baek AILied ground troops at Caen and St. 16. During the carnpalgn ln

Nonandy, which lasted through 2J Ju!y, the tkrlted States placed 19 dlvi-
sions on the Contlnent and the BritlslpCanadlans 16-a11 under 21 Arry

Grrcup,3

HeaW bomblng near St. t6 on 25 July by aircraft of the Eighth and

Ninth Air Forces paved the ray for the breakout of A1lled gr.or:nd forees

frorn the beachhead and Cotentin Penlnsula areas. On 1 August the 12th

Anny Group assumed control of the U.S. Flrs! and third ArmLes, while the

Nlnth Alr Force contjnued to control all U.S. tactical air operatlons,

IX Tactlcal Air Command supporbed the First Arnry, and )CIX Tactlcal Air

Corunand cooperated lrith the Third Arny. Ttre IX Bonbardment Command oper-

ated jrr support of both armies.

Earlf in August one part of the Thlrd Amqr raced westuard into Brit-
tany while another dashed eastward. I:n a five-day campalgn for Brlttany

only one Luftruaffe daylight attack uas reported, and sporadic German air
efforts were defeated jn evety engagement. Or ? August the Crerrnans attempted

to drive a wedge between: the two U.S. armLes by plercing the First Army

ltnes near Mortain. IX TAC, assisted by XIX TAC and British figlrter-

bombers, stopped the initial thmst, broke up powerful C,ernan arrnored and

infantry attacks, and contributed in large measure to the German faj-lure

at Mortain. On J3 August the C,errnans began to withdraw torsard the Sejne.4

Preceded by heavy carpet bonblngs at Caen on 7-8 August, the British-

Canadlans advanced to Joln AmerLcan forces in an encirclement of eneny

troops ln the Falaise-A,rgentan pocket. Al1ied air-ground forces hanonered

the pocket, flghter-bombers turnlng the area into a gigantic shambles.
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Sustalned Allied intezdj-ction no! only prevented nany Gerusn divlslons

fi:om arrivlng on the battlefield but also frnon escaping. Wttlle the Allter

dld not annihllate enengr forces ln l{ormandy, they won a naJor vletorlr,

Ttte Third Arqr contlnued its drtve throrrgh Fr:ance, XIX TAC coverlng thc

armored spearheads that noved thnough the ParLs-OrLeans gap to acize Selne

cnoesings south of Paris on 18 August. XIX TAC acconpHshcd the n!{csion

of grrarding ltrird Arrryrrs 1ong, exposed rigbt fl"ank along the lplrc so

successfnlty that Gertran troops south of the rlver Latcr $rrrcndered wlth-

out ground action. Fron 2O to 25 August, AllLed treops advanccd on tha

Selne ln a daep encircltng naneuver. t*rlle the I?rfud Ary ptrshed fotm,rd

south of Paris, the First Arqr, supported by IX TAC, novcd dlrectly on

the city, and the Brltish-Canadlans r,rheelcd lnts norther:r Flance. W 25

Augustr when AlLled troops cntered Paris, they controlled nost of weste-rn

France between the Selne and Lolre rivers.5

In Late August and Scpternber, Allled ground forces sped tor*arrl the

Slegfried Llne. Fron Belgium, the FLrst Aqr cr"ossed the Crcrman border

on IL Septernber and penetrated German outer defenses gouth of Aaehenr on

the L{th. The I'hird Arrqr secured bridgeheads acnoss the Meuse by the end

of August, but a shortage of f,neI halted its ipectacrrl.ar advancc. 0n 11

September lt nettroops of the U.S. Seventh Arrqp. and Franch forceg-*trLch

had landcd ln southern France on 15 August--and raccd up the Rhone Valley,

dth nI TAC fron the l{edlterraneatt spearhcadlng the drive. In the north,

the British-Canadian forces took Bnrssels on 3 September and Antwcqp on

the followlng day. Ett elongated. Ilnes of cornmmLcatton, logLstlcaL pnob-

lems, and the stiffening of German resistance at the SLegfrled Llne slored

the advance, On 17 Septenber the AIiLe,S began a large-seale aifborne
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opemtion jn southeastern Ho}3and to secure a bridgehead across the Rldne.

The lnitial phase rnr,"r,s successfur, but the Gerrnans succeeded in repeJ-llng

the invaders at Arnhem by 25 Septernber.

The First Arrny took Aachen on 21 October after that city had been

softened by IX TAC bombarrlment. A heary bonbing that leveled tor,ms to

rubble preceded a drive tor^rarrl the Roer River on 16 November by the First

and Ninth Arrries, the latter supported by a new cormand of the Ninth Air

Force, XXIX TAC. The Ger:nans stopped an advance by these arrnies througlt

the Hirrtgen lrorest durlng the next month. ltre Tfrird, Anrgr sucr:eeded jn

capturing the forbress of l{etz on 22 November, however, while the Seventh

Arury entered Strasbourg on the fo3.lor.,'ing day.6

On 16 Decenber the Geramns rnassed their available forces, including

Lr376 operational aircraft, for a desperate counteroffensive thrrcugh the

Arder:nes Forest to take tiJge and Antr.rerp and spllt the AILied annieg.

They took adrrantage of a wealoress ln the opposing line and bad weather

that minfunized Allied air superiori-ty to penetrat,e to within five mlles

of the Meuse and enclrcle the key bastlon of Bastogl€. ltre Anerican

forces finally held thelr ground, and lyhen sktes cleared on ?3 December,

A1lied aircraft beggn a sustalned pround5ng of enerny troops, materlel, and

transportation. I?re Luftv,raffe responded rvith an effort of 8@ sortles on

the 23d, but' it could not cope with the massive A11ied effort of thousands

of sorties. An 26 Decen'ber the Thir.d Arrny reJ-leved Bastogne. On the ne:cf

day the Allies launched coozdjnated ground attacks and succeeded in pinch-

ing off the Ardennes salient by 16 Jamrary. AllLed rnediurn bombers and

flghter-bombers stnrck hearry blorvs at the retreatjlg German forees and

severed. their communicatlon lines.7
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Afber thc Battle of the Aulge uas uon, the AllLes drove toward the

Bhi.ne. Df TAC oontlnued to coolnrate rlth Flrgt Arry noving slow\y to the

ba,nks of the Roer, rtrile XIf TAC pavd the i*ay for lhird. A,rqr crosslngs of

the Sear and MogcALc rlvcrs and helped reduee Gnerry pockets before Trlef.

gA 22 Febnrary, A]'lted bombers and ftghters mounted a nasrlve bonbl,ng as-

ssult ln an effort to parra\yse the ralkay systern of restern Germany. On

f Uarch, Flrst Arry croased the Rernagen br{dge and establtshed a fost}pld

over thc Rhlne. If TAC hclped beat off Gennan ground and ai'r attacks

agalnst thLs precarlous bridgehead. Durtng a thfud Rhlne crosslng by the

Firgt Altlcd Afuiborne Atry fn the WeseL area on 2l l{archr therc waE no

cneqr alr lriterferene€ rstth the alrdrop of tlm airtorne divlslons.S

During the lest phaee of the rlar agalnst Gernany, the shattered Geman

etules could not Xnrt up an effectlvc resigtance. From 1 Aprll to tbe

Croroa,n surTendcr on f May, ALLted forces ovexran C'errnarqr. llle FLrst and

Nlnth Arn5'es envcloped the vast futrr pocket, containlng elenents of some

19 German dfurtslong and one-thtrd of a nl]}lon nen. Organized resistancc

ln tho Buhr ended on-18 Aprll, vrtth Nlnth A1r Forcc aircraft helplng re-

duce stubborn enemqr rurits. During thls perlod, thc Gennen A1r Force,

alnogt gr.orurded by lack of fuel, loct nore tlran 3r{@ planes in seven days

of AllLed attacks on alrflelds. Atlled grcund forcec stopped their advances

at the Elbe and ilgewtlere fui accordancc rlth prearranged agreements xrlth

the SovLet Union.

Irn ttre nort!, Brltlsh-Canadian forces egtabLLched brldgeheads acrseg

the lorer &Lbe on 29 AprIL and took lbnburg on 3 lday. !n the naln thrlst

to the ELbe, Itlnth Anoy troopa roached the rlver near lbgdeburg on 12 April,

nhlle First Arry foreeg took tetpzlg on the l&th and contacted Rugslan
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troops near Torgau on the 251h. Third Army forces entered Czechoslovaki.a

on the 1fth and took Llnz, Austria, on { May, ltre Seventh Ary and French

forces took l\furemberg on 2O Aprll, Munich on the 30f"h, and the Brenner

Pass on 4 May.

Torqard the end of April, IX and ruGX TAC virtually ceased opemtions

since alr activLtles were restricted to reconnaissance and defenslve pa-

trols west of the Elbe. XIX TAC, however, contlnued to support ttrird Arry

as it noved southr,,ranl against the supposed llazi redoubt. In the ]ast few

days of the war, all offensive alr operratlons ended.9
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52 TABIE 3I
lFnth AF Effectlve $trenqth

!g l{untber of Groups and Typg A:[g*ft
..&n 19lrA. - May Io4(

Month

1ol.l,
JnnA

JuL

aug

sep

Oet

l[ov

Dec

Lglq

Seb

Mar

Apr

l+
Mqf

go Entire month. U. l-B May.

SOIIRCE: 25th Statistical Control UnLt, Statistlcal
Operations, 16 Oet 43-B }fay lr5.

IVeg

Bonbers
Fighters

Bombers
Flglters

Bombers
Flg[ters

Bombers
flghters

Bombers
Fighters

Bombers
Flg[ters

Bonbers
Flghters

Bmbers
Flghters

Bombers
Fighters

Bonbers
F5-ghters

Bombers
Fighters

Bonrbers
Fighters

Ave GrouDs

--Operatlve

It
18

t1
l_8

It
L8,67

It
]7.67

IL
18.20

L1
15.17

11
u,67

u
t4.67

u
L5.T7

u
t5.67

1l
t5.67

11.?O
L7.67

LyE LT!.
On lland

869
L1385

874
1r218

n8
1r189

g/+L

11190

n9
rrrgg

n4
996

7A
938

727
82J

no-
922

72J+
11086

7h9
L1137

7t+9
L1306

Avs Eff
-tr

6zo
11009

6L7
9r2

610
9ljz

665
947

63.5

952

578
822

572
780

Aya Eff 41!.
Per Grotrp'

53
I+7

48
5L

5t
61

5l+
65

52
65

56
56

56
h9

55
50

50
54

56
52

52
54

52
53

581+
6s3

533
78t

563
960

592
L1026

608
1ru&

Sumary of Nlnth Air Force
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TIBIE 32

!g lfrnrber of Gr.oups and lVpe Alrcraft
Nov 191r.& - gE 1qr+6

AsE, A&
0lr llandMon,th

104/,1
I[ov

Dec

lqAq
Jarr

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

lVne

Bombers
Fighters

Bqmbers
Fighters

Bonbers
Flghters

Bombers
Fighters

Bombers
Flghters

Bombers
Fighters

Bonbers
Flglters

I
47

56
5A

56
w
66
r&

7e
65

78
67

77
7o

15
188

LLz
199

'l11

1e7

r31
206

L56
326

24
249

].:62
302

7h9
268

2
l+

2
b

2
b

2
5

2
5

2
5

2
5

L6t+
279

r.8r
4J3

t76
416

uop7

AssEgg, Ass Eff AlQus- Per @glr

v5
335

]-:53
35t

SOIIRCE: First llactical AF (Prov), Sumary of Operatlons of Amerlcan Unltst
1 ![ov t&-8 l{ely 45.
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TABIE 33

Eiehth AF Effeetive Streneth
S Nr.rnber of Groups and TVpe Lircraft

lgx 1944 - AE, la4q

Month

laaJ}
May

Jun

sep

Dec

As€, Iq
Grouos

38*

4G

boz

3eh

3si
144.1

Apr

A\r€ Eff
Bombe{ Streneth

:.-r3ol+

21l,23

1,831

l-1826

2r018

$gg Ftr
Groups

t5

v
L5

v

L)

Avs Eff Ftr
Strensth

856

885

st5

11010

1r001

SOURCE: Statistical Summary
I l.{ay 45, pp 8-15.

of Eighth Air Force Operations, lf Lug l*2-
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TIBIE 39

Eiehth AF Tactical Sorties jn 9l9se Support

-O.l.-r:lI: g ges Ae[L

I?pe

Bonber

Fighter

TOTAT

Sortles

lJ+1977

3.Ma

r8r406

Tons

w1536.7

5L2.O

hLr0l+8.7

gr The ]ast close support mleslon uas flonn on 15 Aprl1 I9h5.

SSRCE: gtghth AF Uontbly Strrmarll of Opgrattont.
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IABIE 40

lVpe

Bonaber

Fighter

?ota1

Tvpe

Bonber

Flghter

?ota1

lVpe

Bomber

Flghter

Total

Tons

8rg82.o

L29.3

9rrro.3

Tons

7 r95O.l

29.3

7 r978.h

Tons

3 r23l.L

0

3 r23l.l

lVpe

Bomber

Fighter

Total

I?pe

Bonber

Flghter

Total

lYpe

Bontber

Fighter

Total

Sorties

2rg5o

8<

3 rO35

Tons

7,gl$.4

4..3

7,969.7

Sortles

3,752

L.?21+

5,476

3Z 4gg, - 15 Dec 1olr.{l

6 J,n - ?5. Jul 1o&L

Sorties

rr563

t,37

21000

26 &r1 - 26 ASg lo&.tr

Sorties lonq

Lr3l5 hregf*.6Q

l.O2O 33lL.O7

2,336 5,2L7.67

!l Dec lol& - 28 Jan 19Lq

Sorties

21492

1lJ

2r605

ll Jan - 3&, Mar 191+( 22 r r - 16 Als L9L5

Sortieq TonE

2t90l+ 7 r5l&.5

q00

21954 7 r5l+L.5

E::-1fi'e-:trst close support missj-on r,nas flown J.6 Apr J:g[| .

SOURCE: Eighth AF Monthly Surmary of Operatlons.
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TABIS 41

Eiehth AF l,lajor Tactical Targets
Sorties and Tonnageu@

Transnortation
Brtdges, eanals, aqueducts
Viaduots
Connrunj.cations centere
Marshalljng yardsb
R,.R. shops & stations
Croes roads & Junctions
Total

Alrftelds

Tactical Tareets
Area or pattern fblanketn
bomblng, choke polnts, coastal
batteries, defended localities,
troop concentrations, gun
positions

Militar:n Installations

Noball & Crossbow Tarsets

TOTAI,

Eff Bomb Sorties
10,147
L'538
2'258

7I'996
2't*43

180

88'562

15 
'OL+3

15 r?93

5'h73

70.621+

336rtn95

Tons
28r45t+
l+r5/fi
5,938

189,514
6 

'5zo3hr
235r3tO

35r95e

t$,392

151284

30.li+8

360,3g2

g.

b'

Almost all of the tactical tonnages d.ropped by the Eighth Alr Force
came after 1 April 19h4.

between strateg5-c and tactical targets
that at least half of this effort was

It is impossible to distingulsh
in this category. It is llkely
tactieal.

SOLIRCE: Statistical Summazy
I l4ay 45, pp 38-39.

of Eiehth Air Force Operati-ons, 17 Aug {2-
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TABIE 43

Fj-rst ?actica] AF Tonnase bg lvpe Tareet
t Nov L9l4 - g UgE 19r+q

Talqet

Rail trafflc

Clties

Marshalllng yards

Troop concentrations

M/r & tanks

Bridges

Military insta'l la.tlong

Dunps

}rdustrles

Airfields & A/D

TOTAI

SOIJRCE: First Tactical AF (Prov),
, Units, 1 Nov U+-S ltay 45.

Tonnaqe
Dronped

3 1423.r

4r1oo.4

3 rl+34.8

L1976.r

lr32l+.3

3 1633.4

3 r591+.O

3 1574'8

3L7.8

,Jl.8

25,79O.5

Surunary of Operations of Amerlcan



6l+

TAEIE 4/+

ETO Tactical Onerations-All U.S. Atr ForcesA
Clai'ils against Grorrnd Tareets

! Jr:n lqAJ+ - g Ma& 194(

Targets

tocomotives

RalJ-road cars

Armored vehlcles & tanks

Motor vehicles

Horse-drawn vehicles

Sn emplaeenents & flak towerg

Vessels & barges

Dmps

Rai-lroad cuts

OaL storage tanks

Br'l-dges

lbngars & miscel]aneous buildings

?roops kl11ed

g. Elghth AF bomber cLa,ims
b. First Tactical AF on1y.

]'26

l+45

l_0,831

are not included.

tables showing
AF.

Destroved

lor?o4

60rl+22

5 rO93

66r?Ot

7,2gg

3 1984

923

709

7 1555

60

408

22rW5

1r33&

Danlaged

6r78A

94,r48

l+tl+?2

261960

1r918

2r7OO

lr8IL

li+o

SOIIRCB: -Derlved
A.F, and

fron followlng
Flrst tactical

cl"aims by Etghth AF, Ninth
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TIBIE 45

Nfuth AF Claims
-aeainst' Gror:nd TarAets
I Jun Ia&.L - g, MaX 1o1. (

Tarsets

Motor transports

Armored vehicles & tanks

Iocomotlves

Rallrsad cars

Eridges

&rn empJacements

&mps

tlangars

Factories & miee bldgs

Hailroads cut

Vessels & barges

Horse-drawn vehicles

So{JRCEI 26th Statistical Control
Force Operations, ld Oct

Unit, StatlstieaL
I+3-8 ttay 45.

Danased

22;51+6

3'?5I

2,677

5r1269

328

L,649

l+O2

118

6r3trt

955

r1362

Destroved

53,7gt

l+r5o9

5,753

t8 r3t7

360

3 136r

65r

135

LL,A73

61066

77o

6r3L2

Surunary of l[inth Alr



AA

First Tactical AF Claims
against Ground Tarsets

1 Nov 1ql.J4 - g UAE 1ol+{

Tarsets

Transportation
I.ocomotives
RaiJ.road cars
Rail cuts
Railroad sheds
MarshalHng yarrls
Motor transport
Horsedraun vehicles
Horses kllled
Road blocks
Brldges
I\rnnels
I\rgboats
Barges
Pontoons

l{ilitanr Objectives & Instls
Annored force vehicles
Tanks
Hangars
Dunrps
0i1 & gas tanks
Qrn positions
Barrage balloons
Troops killed

Mlseellaneous
Factories
Warehouses
Buildings
Dams
Radio stations
Towers

SOURCE: FLrst Tactlcal AF (Prov),
Units, 1 Nov la.l1-8 May 45.

TABIE 46

Destroyed

830
9 r88
l-'489

l+

0
81063

987
56

311
48

1
1

60
7

189
2r8

6
U+

5
359

5
L1338

5
2

81814
0
1
h

Damaged

Ir7h8
18r084

3
l+52

7 r*7
556

11?
32

l+

r87
0

T?2
307

16
38

0
607

0

L3
o

4,040I
0
7

Surmary of Operations of American
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TABIE 47

Eiqhth AF Fiehter Clalns
against Gr"ournd Targetg"

t Jun lo&.L - 3_9, $pg 1ot5

Target

Iocomotlves

0i1 tank cars

Tralns

C'oods, nragons, & other R.R. carg

.Artored vehicles & tanks

Flak towers & gun positlons

Motor tmcks

Other vehicles

T\rg boats, barges, & freighters

B.R. statj-ons & freighters

Badlo &.power statlons

0i1. storage tanks

Hangars & mlsc bulldlngs

Destroved

l+r1'2i-

Lrl+2I

t2

6,0h6

L7?

260

3 1829

11018

9z

l+8

9s

((//

225

Daroaee$,

21355

t,398

L28

8 1797

il+z

t437

3 ro38

711

665

205

226

726

t&L

SOIJRCET Statlstical Sr:nnary of Elghth
I May l+5, p 50.

Air Force Operations, 17 Aug 42-
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TABIE 48

Nlnth AF Personnel Casualties
ln Alr Cornbat

Eg-EF-EEr.qaq

Month Bomber

MIA

u9
L63

186

5t

60

A1

310

65

268

150

93

Fiehter

KIA MIA

L7 180

t9 u7
19 t?7

J3 6S

9e6
991

16 16l+

675
684

10 IL8

681
12

131 tr27o

KTA

b5

24

3L

L?

29

27

35

39

t$

58

12

TTIA WIA

L5

l+O

27

IL

u
7

29

33

9

I

11

I
202

]lot,t.
Jun

Jul

aug

sep

0ct

Nov

Dec

rgb4
Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

l,lay

TOTAL 35o Ir556

80

59

62

18

3o

2A

68

62

66

l+3

31

1

5l+o

SOIJRCES: 26th StatLstical Control Untt, Nl-nth AF Annrral Statistical
sunrnary, ]-9l+4t and Monthly sunnrary of Operations, Jr:n lr4-![ay h5.
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TVpe

Bomber

Fighter

TOTAL

TABIE 49

Flrst Tactical AF. Personnel 0asualtiep
in 4!f Combat

I No",TlF-]@ re&{

l

KIA

3

22
?o

MIA

t5

w
L55

l,fla

1

L6

17

S0IIRCE: First Tactical ar (rrov), summary of Operations of Anrerican
Unlts, 1 Nov 44-8 May h5.
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TABIE 50

Ninth AF Aircraft Casualties
and Claims of Brennr Aircraft

Destroyed and Danraged

6 Jr,n lau+ - g &X. L?Az

!rpe

Bomber

Flghter

TOTAL

lVpe

Bomber

Fighter

TOTAL

SOIJRCE:

Cat-E

299

24
6n

'.")trt*E

)1

oa

t?1

Dept

42

1.S8

1r880

D.est

9

w2
,1tz

Enenry !!

J2
7B

Dnqd

50

7,8

818

Drned

1

g?9

87r

First Tactical. AF (Prov), Sumnary of Operations of American
Units, 1 Nov 44-S r,ay 45.

glh Ap 4lg,

I{tA

332

1. q85

Lr9I?

I'trA

v
L7r

185

SOIACES: 26th $tatistlcal Control Unit, Ninth AF Annrral Statistical
Sulrmary, J9l+4t and Month\y Sunrmary of Operations, ,hrn /+4-May 45,

TABIE 5].

First '].'ac_!igLt AF $:!g,cra;[!. Casualtieg
an{ 0l^1:,ns gf ilneny Air:craft

Destroyed. and Dairlaged

! l{os l-oAl+. * g lla[, 1q&4

Eo"t* Mg

Prob Dest

30

2A6

236

Prob Dest
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VT[. INDtrI-BUNMA CAUPAIGNS
JANUART rgt& - JUNE 19&5

By the end of 1943 the Amer{.cans and Britlsh, after a J-ong per{'od of

preparation, were readying four offenglves aLong the Indta-Brrraa frontier"

In the north Lt. Gen. Joseph W. StLlweLl nould lead Chtnese and Amerlcan

forces of the Northern Combat Area Cornmana (UCIC) fron Ledo, ln Assam, to-

uard lr$ttlqftna and l,tandalay. Frqn the vicinlty of Inphal, south of Ledot

British Br{g. Ornde C. Wlngate prepared for the airlift of his long-r:ange

penetration Special Force to posLtions behind Japanese llnes ln a move to

outflank the enerqi' opposlng Sti},reLl.* At the same timer Lt. Gen. Sir

Willlan S1Lm, Britlsh Fourteenth Arrqf comnander, readied his Il Corps to

lnnade central Bnraa nhile slmultaneous\r noving 15 Corps into Arakan along

the coast of the Bay of Bengal. Ttte success of the four offenslves depended

on the abiltty of the AAF and RAF to gain and hold air superlorlty through-

out Burma and to conduct effective interdiction. Stilwell and SIin also

depended upon airpower for close support as a subEtitute for artIllery.l

After 15 December 1943, all AAF and practically al-l RAF units ln the

Brr:ma campalgns were lntegrated in the theater-wide Eastern Air Comend

(UC; under I'traJ. G€n. Creorge E. Stratemeyer, AAF. ltre nurnber of EAC squad-

rons varl-ed frorn tlrne to tirne, but during nnrch of 191+.,h and early 1945 the

ALlies had ? heariy and f medirrn bombardment squadrons and 28 fighter sqtrad-

rolrso ThLs gave El[C a l5*ronth average openatlona3- strength of 71 heavy

-----qmga[ers Special Force ]ras an airlifted, air-supplied assault force.
Since its support actlvities were confined generaJ.\r to air transtrnrtation
of troops and alr supplyr its historT ls covered in a separate study on air-
borne operations.
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and 72 nedium bombers and 516 fighters.* Over the same period the Japa_

nese 5 Air Elvisfon, Eurma &rea Arnry, had an average total strength of 66

medium and J5 J-ight bqnbers and 2L5 fighters. The numerieal superiorlty
of F'r{C was enhanced by the quai-ity of its latest fighter augmentation--

P*l1fs, P-38rsr and spitfires, wtrich far exceeded both the range and alti-
tude of the earLier p-{Ors and lfurri".rr"".2

The Counterair Offensive

The counten,Lr offensive began in January L9t&, and wlthin five months

EAC achieved air superiority over Burrna--an advantage never lost. Ttre

Japanese reinforced thelr 5 Air Dirrislon frorn tlne to timeo but, stung by

their heaqy losses of January-Apr{-1, they gradually wibhdrew most of their
air rrnits from Burma to bases in sunatra, Malaya, and taailand. By the
late spring of 194lr they had adopted a polLcy of conservation that border-
ed on inactivity. They abandoned attacks on Allled positions and sent up

fenrer and fer+er aircraft, even in defense against MF-BAF raids.3 Ttre suc-
eess of EAOrs cor.rnterair offensive soon affected. the Japanese soldier at
the front. writing in hLs dlary on 1 June r9l+h, a companJr offlcer in cen-
tral Burrna obsenred:4

hnetry aireraft are over continuously tn all weather. }{e can donothlng but look at them. Tf we oniy rr"o air powert Even one
9r !"m planes uould be sonethlng. sirperiority'in the ajr is thedecisive faetor in vietory.

the flrst five months of l94l+ constituted the decisive phase of the

countemir offensive. During this period the AAF and RAF destroyed respec-
tively 274 and ?5 enerny ai.rcraft of aLl types and, in turn, Iost through

enersr aetlon a total of uB aircraft destroyed and 136 damaged. some

- . "Tor nonthly averages and other statistics, see tables follorrlng thischapter.
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fighters were doubtless lost in close supporb operatiops, but most of the

Allied loeses occurred jl counterair activity.5

Intercliction

The enengr raas particularly vulnerable to EACrs campaign of lnterdiction

because of the peculiar lines of commrnieation. Under Japanese occupation,

Burma rlras a salient between China and Indla, its area of entry confined to

a narrow base. Rangoon was the only port of access for large shipnents by

sea, and the sole ingress by rraihay vias the 1ine fr.om Bangkok to Rangoon.

Tne flow of reinforcements and supplles could be seriously harnpered by air
attacks concentrated on a relatively srnall region. Within Burnra the llnes

of commrnications were equally 1l41ted. One rai}*ay and one unpaved hr-gh-

r€fr both closely para11e1lng the lrrauaddy River, Ied nor{h fron Rangoon

to ldandalay and FSttlcyina. Dirt roads flngered out towarll China and thai-
land on the east, tor*ard Indla on the west. On the railway and: r.oads, sev-

eral htndred bridges carried traffic across the many deep ravings.",,The

destmction of any tlrc consecutive bridges on the railuay or the roaduays

Lsolated the interwening sections and nade loccrnrotlves, rollfug stock, and

motor vehicles motionless targets. 6

Allied efforts at interdietion

ear\r months of 1944. As early as

trouble ln Burma:7

Our . . . dlfficulty in operati.ng on . . . the fuptu{ front
lies in lack of suppll"es and air suprenecy. The emery received
-food,supplies through the air route, while our men continued in
battle eatrng a trandful of barley or grain.

This state of near fanine to which the Japanese atmy nae reduced resulted

frorn the widespread destmction by EAC nediun and hearry bombers of brldges,

were verxr successful even during the

June 191* a Tolqyo br"oadcast admitted
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locomotives, motor vehicles, port faeil-lties, and coastal and river craft.

By October ]-.9l+h, shipnents over the Bangkok-Rangoon railway had fall-en

from a normal average of 8OO tons a day to 150 tons; at about the same

time the Rangoon-!'landalay ratlway was no more than partially operative;

and in Decenber the enery abandoned Rangoon as a port of entry. As a re-

sultr the Japanese lacked nilitary and medical supplJ.es as well as food

before the end of'l-9l&t and they no longer dared dispatch Jrnportant trnop

movements exeept during the hours of darkness. The courterair offensive

and lnterdiction eonblned to reduce the Japanese ln Burrna to a state of

siege that became more strangulating rrtth each passing nonth.S

Closg Alr Supnort

The first test of air support came ln north Burrna, where Stilwell

successfully pushed through the Jungle fr^om Stringbwiyang to Myitlryina

with the aid of EAC aircraft. Fighters, sometlaes assisted by nedlum

bombers, blasted a path for the infantry through tangled rrndertnrsh that

would othenrise have been practically inpassable. At the same time the

fighters and medlum bombers hunted out and destroyed enemy stnongpoints

and supply dumps. Durlng the siege of Myitlqfina, 1l May to 3 August LgU+,

StLlwell continued to rely on aerial close support in lLeu of the artll-

J-ery he dld not have. At ltffitkyina, AAF fighters operated fron airstrips

less than I'OOO y?rds from the enerryr and dive-bombed targets no more than

35 yads fron Allied 11nes.9

MeanwhlLe, grornd operattons had also gone well in central Busra and

along the coast in Arakan, though in both lnstances inittal mLsforbures

threatened dj-saster. 'Ihe enery undertook a strong offenslve Ln Febnrary

1914 against the advanclng 15 Corps in Arakan and hoped to take Chittagong
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in India. A month later, on B l'1areh, the Japanese anticipated Slimfa cen-

tral Burma offensive by a determined strik3 for Imphal. In both Arakan
.:'

and before Inphal the enemy isolated super-igr forces by infiltmtion. In

their predicament the British-trndian troops depended entirely upon air sup-

p1y and, to a linited exbent, air support. The Japanese, akeady feeling

the effects of EACrs .counterair and tnterdlction offensives, were unab,le

to pursue their early success, and the tide turned against them.lO

After the British broke the siege of ImphaL i:l June Jl9l+4, they too

depended on aj.r support to cut a vray for them through the Jungle torlard
\

ldandalay. Even when they reached the Inar^raddy va11ey the A11ies sti1l
depended on close support because the Jungle, though behind them, rernained

a barrier to the transportation of artillery to the battle front. In the

region of Mandalay the British Fourbeenth Arqy and NCAC forces met,and

moved southr*ard tor.r:ard Rangoon, wtrich fel1 on 3 May 1945. In this last

phase of the carnpaign the Japanese became completely disorganized and sought

only to wlthdraw jnto thailand. Under these circumstances pockets of en-

erny forces became the targets of A1lied aircraft. Consequently, close sup-

porb becarne somelrrhat rrore free but not less effective in attacks on the

retreating Japanesu.ll

Ttre Eastern Air Comnand uas disbanded on I June L9l+5 t having fulfilled
its prrpose in the liberation of Burma, and the British and Amerlcan e1e-

ments prepared for nernr and separate campaigns that never occurred because

of the end of the war. In the course of the I9M-l+5 campaigns, EAC air-
eraft flew a total of 2O7r223 sorties, dropped 58r9OO tons of bombs, de-

strnoyed J02 enemy aircraft, probably destroyed IL6 rnore, and damaged l+55.

In turn, enemJr action destroyed 369 EAC aircraft and damaged L79 others.l2
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TABIE 52

EAC Squadron Streneth
as of ! Jul 1cl&

Souadrons

Fighter

AAF

3 P-4olv

3 P-5t (incluaing a
tew A-36 A/C)

RAF

11 Hurricane

I Spltfire

_,,! Beauflghter

zLz

I Mitchell

-! liellington

2

3 Liberator

Total

P-38

TOTAL

I".{edlun bomber B-25

TOTAL

Heavy bomber l+ B-24

g. Vengeance and l.{osquito
relat ively r:nimportant

squadrons are not included
in the overaLl earnpaigr.

as their role rvas

28

7

1

7

5

SCIJRCE: l|il""y St. George Sarrnders, Royal Air Forcg,
(Ionaon, f95D, App )CL[.

L92hI23J., III
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TABI$ 53

AAF Aircraft in EAg Operational Squadrons
Nunrber and Status bE laonthly Average

Jan 1944 - Ag, 1q4q

Fighters Medirim Bombers Heaw Bombers

Total 0pn1 fr apnl Total 0pn1 fl opnr rotar opnl [ Opnl

1a&4
Jan

Feb

IvIar

4Pt

Mev

Jun

Jul

Aug

s"p

0ct

Nov

Dee

19hq
Jan

Feb

I,Iar

Apr

gL.5

96.4

97.3

91.8

Bg.8

85.3

94.6

84.6

OI4oU

73.5

75.9

?14 6

92.7

84.9

88.0

d'/. O

2nll

1A

'i5

66

9l+

88

q1

72

83

97

'11

aq

X<

3z

v
w
q?

7L

7t

74

OU

72

c,-L

80

a1

82

81

7l+

l+6

h6

4L

46

t3

4r
,(<

32

39

48

45

3A

2T

37

39

l+O

95.8

97.9

89.1

g?.9

93,5

93.7

67.3

68.1

70.9

85.7

86.5

68.2

50.CI

6?.3

72,2

74,L

141 r2g

r37 r32

u7w
u6 13t+

l-76 15S

182 l-57

r59 W
156 732

144 121

170 r25

2I5 l.64

233 t77

226 LS7

23A r95

276 2r3

282 2t+7

86.5 48

93.8 l+7

93.3 46

80.3 47

83.5 l+6

86.2 49

80,? 49

81.3 l+7

83.3 55

86.7 56

83.5 52

87.0 l+l+

84.5 42

86.3 55

85.3 5l+

89.2 5h

SOURCE: 22d SCU,
Despatch

AAF Aircraft Status Relnrt, as reproduced in
to Air CinC, SEA, 15 Dec 43-1 Jun 45r Apps.

Stratemeyerr s
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TABIE 54

FAF Aircraft i:r EAC 0perational Squadrons
Nunrber and Status S i{onthlv Averase

Jan 194! - i'far -!9!2L

Fiehtgrs Medium Bombers Heavir Bonbers

Total OpnI I Opnl total orm1 [ Onnf Total Opnl [ Opnt

1014
Jan

Feb

IvIar

Apr

i{ay

Jun

Ju1

Aug

sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

1a4q
Jan

Feb

tr{ar

t35 357

b69 388

52l- t+39

549 Mo

46t 4oo

3a5 265

2l+5 218

239 190

254 2A6

32.L 267

380 3t6

524 t+53

552 464

498 t+63

58t+ 53t

75.8 3t

75.8 3Z

56.2 29

7L.9 32

62.7. 30

52.O 32

62.5 33

6l+.3 37

l+6

46

5O

60

82.1

82.7

th.3

86.1+

85.9

86.9

89.0

79.5

8I.1

83.2

83.2

86.5

84.1

93.o

9Q.9

33

33

32

32

29

25

16

u
b

25

25

18

23

18

J3

1C

9

L5

'tA

T7

T2

73

L2

1g

29

30

38

34

l+8

7h

68

63

48.4

50.0

58.6

37.5

l+3.3

3?.5

57.6

78.4

65.2

82.6

69.6

80.0

83.1

95.0

81.8

8g

80

77

RAF statistics not available for April l9l+5.
In September 1944 the RAF rnediun bomber squadrons were withdrawn, and
their htellingtons and ifitchells were replaced with Liberabors.

SOURCE: 22d SCU compilation from RAF reports as reproduced in Stratemeyerrs
Despatch to Air CinC, SEA, 15 Dec 43-1 Jun 45r Apps.
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TABIS 55

AAF and RAF Aircraft in EAC Operational Squadrons
Total !g iilonthlv Averase

Jan 1a44 _ I,hr L9L5L

19ltl*
Jan
Feb
Mar
Apr
May
&m
Jul
Aug
sep
Oct
Nov
Dec

10aq
.Jan
Feb
i4ar

15-II0MS AV.G

Fishters

Total Opn1

Mediun Bombers

Total 0pn1

Heaw Bonberg

Total ryt
79 61
79 62
75 58
79 58
76 56
81 53
82 5284. 6r

1019 69ta2 s6Lo2 7910l} 78

131 95
135 105ur toz

576
606
668
655
637
487
4U
395
398
hgL
596
757

486
524
582
574
558
422
36]-.
322
327
392
480
63lt

65L
6se
?JL

5L6

70.
49p-
b7
98

114
119
104
105
7X-
s3
97
92

9?
95

s2
87

57
40
3z
76
89
94
B1
83
60
72
81
80

7Tyo

82
82
81

72

778
728
968,

603

8r

b.

g.

d.

apriJ not lncluded because RAF statistics for that month are not
avallable.
Reduction in mediurn bomber strength due to transfer of 22d and 49lst
Bomb sqs (u) to Fourteenth Air Force to meet threat of Japanese of-
fensive against airfields in Chjna.
Reduction j:r medium bomber strength due to decision to replace Brit-
i-sh nediun bombers with hear4y bombers.
British medium bombers replaced with healy bombers.

SOIIRCE: See two preceding tableE.
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TA3I& 57

EAC Interdiction Operations

Approxinrate dis_tribution .of effort bg tareets

Tarset tvpes

Rai}^rays

0ther conmnuni-cat ions

Coastal shipping

Gasoline faciJ-ities and supply dr:mps

Miscellaneous

DamaEe tq lhg eneq\r

Bridges destroyed (aIl types)

Coastal and river eraft destroyed

Loeomotives destroyed

Iilotor vehicles destr.oyed

Gasollne production facilities d.estroyed

Gasoljne storage facillties destroyed

Percentaqe of Effort

5l+

18

6

6

16

ro&

5ao/

3 rla$

D0g

:-r5OO/

907

85%

A. The loss of locomotives tras very serious in view of the fact that
the total ntmrber avaj-lable to the Japanese did not exceed 185.
The destnrction of 130 left the enemy with a maximun of 56,

SOURCES? 22d SCU, Year Book, J9l+h, for IB & China; USSBS 67, p h6i W.
Frank Craven & James L. Cate. Tlie Asny Air Forces ln trIorld
i,'ar f!, v (Chicago, L953), ng$.-
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TABIE 
'8Statlstical Sr:rrnarw of .EAC

Jan 19&4 - &t
Combat Operations
tgbq

Total 0ffensi'.res
l'ighters
I,ledium bombers
Hear4p bombers

TOTAL

Counterair Offensive (Jan-Dec 4/+)
Fighters
Medium bombers

TOTA],

Interdiction (Jan 44-Apr 45)
Medium bombers
Heavy bombers

TOTAL

Bonb Tons
3rrr34
L7,525
20.zlLL'
58,g0og

Sorties
55,100.
J.5j!2ffi. (5s,651)

Sorbies
rrr2g84
9.5509

rg,958

Sortles

7,682
2?,0499
]-9,6?8!
67,5918

$o141es
1811890
t6 r6n
9.660

20?,223

LLose Support (.lan tr4-lpr 45)
Flghters

Shiagbwiyang to Myitkyina (Jan-May 44)
Myitlytna to Mandalay (May lt4-Feb 45)
Inpha} to Mandala,y (Mar 44-Feb 45)
Mandalay to Rangoon (feU-l6y 45)
Campaign ln Arakan (f'eU A4-ltay 45)

Q9,95e)

(r2s.614)

2O7,223

T0TAI 726,790
Medlum bonbers (Str::rgtlriyang to l,Iyltbfna) 1.824

TOTAL for close support I28r6J4-

ffi,AI$D TOTAI Sorties

{r It ts not possible, wlth the avajJable source naterial, to break
down tonnage anong cor.mterair, interrCiction, and close support
operations.

L. Tttis flgure is only a rough estinate. It ls based on the asflrmtrF
tion that of the 101750 total mediurn bonber sottj.es of 19I& approx-
irnately 5M tLew in lnterdiction 6perations, and tC$, less the
11824 sorties in.support of Stilwell?s advance from ShJ:rgbwiyang,
went for counterair operations.

1O.Z(0 = 51375 - ]-2t2la- 9r5jl
2

(contd)
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(contd)
g. thls figure represenLs JS" of the roedium bomber sorties jn 19lytr and

aIL of the mediurn bomber sortles in lgl+5, sirrce the corrnteralr of-
fensive had practically ended with the withdrawal of Japanese air-
craft fron Burma by the end of L9M,

5,375/5,g23=tl,2gg
g. A11 hea'try bomber sortl-es are eonsid.ered as part of interdlction be-

cause, 5n the stri.ct sense, there were so few EllC strategic mLgslons.
Qo Tttls total includes the missions flown durlng the siege of {ytt}<yina

l&en it r,vas possible for one pilot to fly as nany as slx missions
in one day. The fighter aircraft, based on the $lt}ryfna airstrip,
were so close to eneqy llnes that a missLon could be completed,
fron takeoff to touchdown, jx 20 ndnutes.g. Tttts figure ineludes the support given the British { corps durJng
the Japanese siege of rnphal and, Jater, durlng the ALlLed offen-
sive against the Japanese from rmphar to the regLon of lvlandalay.

g. fhe totaL is surprlsingly high, birt that is because the nature of
the war changed after the fall of Mandalay. The enerqr r,ras there-
after in fu1l retreat to the south and east, and the Japanese anryr,
dispersed ln srnall groups without alr cover, was under constant at-
tack by MF-RAF fighter aircraft.

SOIIBCES: Stratemeyerts Despatch, 1 Jun 45, Apps j & ji USSBS 6?i Z2d
SCU and RAF operational reports.
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Destroyed by
ftremy aetlon
Other than enery actlon

TOTAL E C A/A destroyed

Danaged by
Bremy action
0ther ttnn eneny action

TOTAL EAC A/C damaged

RAF
254
3I0ffi

1s7

#z
292
ry,
481

TotalB
w.
895

l+79
q68

IrOl+7

Destroyed
AAF RAF'

Destroved Danaged
AAF RAF

In air
0n ground
IOTAL

Destroyed
Prtb dest
Damaged
TOTAL

FB
r59 22rr8 22277 97

B

5
L2
L7

F
L20
JL
194

BF
2t$
1.36b6

F
IQ
t2
6L

FBsl t7
u. 11

100 28

B

3

L
3

B
L5

?z
38

F
r7e

28
206

0vera11 ltotal Srerrv Losses

AAF
97

6
_&
141

SCIfiCES: EAC AdJudication Board; Stratenreyerf s Despatch, 1 Jun 45, Apps
9-14i Tenth AF Statistical Revlew, Oct {1, Special Sup, pp 8-p;
USSBS 67, pp l-L-18.

Flehters
AAF RAF Total
277 roo 3776r L6 10?
I% 206 @,532 352 884

Bombers
RAF Tota
28 L25
39
L7 J548 189

Grand Total
502
IL6
4(q

I'OT3

TA3IT 59

Summanr cf EAC and frreqv Aircraft Iosses
L9ll+ - 19L(

Eastern A1r Conmand Ipsses

AAF
1r5
2]-:6
33L

Japanese losses(@)
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VIII. EAST:,CHINA' CAIIPAIGIIS *l/t4t+

Begi.nntng tn the spr{ng of 1914 ind'contlnulng through most of that"

X€rr the Japanese carried out Operration lchLgo. It had thnee naJor ob-

Jectives: (1) denful to the Fourbeenth Alr Forc-e,,of al,libagealln c*tr"i
and eastern China, particularly those along the Pelplng-Canton-tbnol ralJ.7

'L

nay corridors3 (Z) estatlLshnent of an overland l1ne of comnnrnicatJ.on and

supp1ybetweenI,bnctnrriainthe'northandIndoeh1r'atnthegouth'ag8

neans of partlally comperrsatlng. for the trqnrendous losses belng sustained

in ocean shtpplng; and (3) overthrorr of Chrang Kal-shek and nlthdrawaL of
chlna frron the u.r,l The naJor rchLgo campalgne were Ln tb.nan and lirnen

provlncee

In conducting lchtgo, the Japanese employed large forces, concentrat-
' : I l'

tng than tn the YeLLow Rlyer bend araa, ln.thb ilankow envLrons, and around

Canton. Oppostng Chin-ese amLes, hope}eosly outclassed in traintng, equlp-

ment, prorrteions, morale, and with one or two occeptlons ln leadershipr.,

al-though superJ.or ln number, were alnost totalLy. lneffectlve thrqqhout
the canpalgns.2

The onJy Anerlcan cornbat force tn Chtna-tne Fourteenth Air Force--

almost otngle-handedly look on both the Japaneee alr and grourd forees.

Although the Fourteenth e.xagted htrge tolls of Japanose men and equtpnent,

and frequsttty tlmrart'ed Jepnese schedules, lt could not contEln the erleqry

advances for the slmple reason thet lt could neither agsernble sufflcient
forces nor ev€n Eupply adeqrrateJy those on hand. supplles, parttcubrly
fuel, had to be transported- f,pom In4fa into.Chlna by air over the lllmalayan
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trlfirnpn and took aa much as two months to reach the uaing bases ln central

and eastern China. Wlth ampl.e forees and supplles the Forrrteenth n18ht

have stemtred the Japanese adnanceg and defeated Operati.on Ichigo by nlo-

gistLcs.stanrationrtr eE alrnogt happened on several occasLons.3 :

Honen Campalm (Apitl - Jrne t2&0

On 19 Apr'5.1, about two weeks earller than expected, LIOTOOO Japaneae

attecked aouth and west fnom Kalfeng on the Yellow Rlver and norttrrerd

fiur tlankow on the Yangtze. In }ess than tno nontha, the Japanese succeed-

cd ln thelr naJor goal--obtatnlng control of the railuay corrldor betrem

the two r{vers-ln splte of a 2Hay defenae of Ioyang by the Chinece,

wtrlch glowed and thern halted the Japanese dt'lve weatrard along the YcLLor

Rlver.

Whsr the Japanece began theLr attecks the Fourteenth Ylas ln prttcess

of rnovlng four flghter equadr.ons (rdth t+8 P-[Ors) and one bonber squadron

(wittr 12 B-25ta) of lts Cnfuiese-Anerican Conposlte Wing (CACH) fnto prln-

ltive air bases near Slan, west of the great bernd of the Yellow River,

sqne 25O to 40O nLles fi'on the ocpected battle ap€&o Ttre inexperLenced

CACIf squadrons began operrations on 5 ltay and drrrtng the foLlowing weeks,

despLte bad weather, carried out a relerntless interdiction campalgn against

Japanese fonrarrcl supply llnes. Although outnrnbered tn the alr, the snall

force of:60 alrcraft succeeded in establishing and nalntaining air super-

!.ority. CACW slowed the enemyrs adnance by forcing hi-m to shift fnom mo-

torlzed to slower, dlspersed cavahy and lnfantry drives, and 5.t fra'npered

3-ogLstlcaS. support to the point *?rere Japanese ocploltatlon of vLctorles

was appreclably slowed down.

Fnom 5 l.fay 1914 rrntLl the close of the Honan campaign ln mld-Jrrne,
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CAGtt'l claLned destnrction of 28 Japanese aircraft fu the alr and 9 on the

gnowtdr agalnst the loss of % to the J.apanese and,29 ln accldents. Ibe

cAchr fl'ew lrI58'sortj.es and claimed the destmctLon of L10oo to lrJoo

troops (a'postwar Japanese gtatement put their total Honan losses at 859

fatallties and "2r28O wounded); the destrrrctlon of 606 tanks, tnrcks, 1o-.'

conotives, and ral.l cars, the probab}e destnrction of another 31, and the :

daneging of 22\ and the sinklng of 91910 tons of river shJ.ppLngr4

thman Camnal-er (Ibf - Auzust 1ol4)

wtth the Honan drlve virtrral\y conpl.ete, the Japanose on z6 t av L9l&

unLeashed s drXve soutlnrerd frcm ttrankorr towar.rl llengrang, nallhead for tno

brancheg--one golng southwest through Ltuchow to Indochina and the othei
goutheaEt to Canton. Capture of the Fourteenth Alr Forcerg baseg ln tirLs "'

aree of east-c€ntral Chlna constituted the primary obJeetlve of lchLgo.

Ttre Japanese encountered l-lttle ground reslstance and eas{y enclr-

cLed and captured Changsha, nore than half\ray to Hengrang. Not untll the

JaFanese reached Hengrang dtd the Chineae react etrongly. Here, they he-

rolcal\y held for 49 days until. g August, wtren on\y 300 defmdere renalned.

.Ttto bulk of the defmsE effort agalnat thLs drtve fron liankow fell
to the 6$th Composlte lling, coNrrposed of P-4Oter P-38rs, and P-5lre of the

23d FlShter Group and B-25rg of the LLth Bonbardnent Sqrradron. Detachnsrts

of other ftglrter and bomber squadrons Jotned thc frray fron tLne to tlne,

but,they goon rdthdr€w as ftrel rupplies and, then, bacec d!,eeppeared.

Inttfaqy, the 6Sth aoncentrated on Japanese troop and supp\y Eovs-

ments between lbnkow and Changcha. When the latter felI, the 6Sth devot€d

lta effortg to (1) the enemylc elose-tn supply f\uureI area between thnkow

and Clrangaha end: (e) Urc battlegrolnd area between Changsba end lHengrang.
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Wlth lts pllots flylng as many as flve or slx aorties a day and enploylng

gnound-aLr Llaison teams, the 68th kllted large nunbers of troops, cJ.osed

donn rlver nrpp\y movements, and brought troop and supply movslent to a

virtual standstlll durtng the daylight hours. In addltlon, the 5$th para-

ctnrted,food and anmunltlon to the Hengrang dEfbnders and acted as thelr

artiJlery

the 68thts operations forced the Japanege to llf! the slege of

Hengrang whlle awaltlng replacements and supplles. I.r renerrrlng the alege,

the Japanese showed a lack of vlgor. Unfortunately, at thie crttlcal-

Juncture, the 6$th e:chaueted lts gasollne stocks, and bctwe€n l? and 24

Ju\y vlrtrra\y all of lts alrcraft reunelned gr.ourded. The Japan€eo r€-

grouped and fina[y took the clty. MaJ. Gql. C]al,re Chennaultr conrglder

of the Fourteenth Alr Force, felt that wlth adeqrrate gsollne suppS.l,eg the

68th and lts 9O aircrafb could have loglstlcally glrangl-ed the Jape, caused

their retreat to lbnkow, ed ended Operatlon lchlgo.S

Dr{.ve on Lltrchow (Seotember - November LgUl)

Havlng captured Hecrgrang and one-haLf of the 68thts alr bases, the

Japanese paused to brtng up $rppllea requlred to re$rme the offanslve.

!trouever, the 68bh kept up a relentless lnterdiction effort on the supPly

Iinas. A postwar Japaneae strrdy revealed that the Japanese ary ua'nted

to aceme a nodest supply lrwentory of 4@ tons at Henrgrang prlor to re-

srnlng the offenslve. Ttre 68thts alr attacks were so succeggfuL thet tn

the month follorrlng the faLl of Hengrang the Jalnnese eorrld stockplle on\y

1OO tons.

In Septenber, wlth the supp\y sltuatlon shorrlng ltttle lnprovementt

the Japanese opened the thJ.rd phese of lchigo--a drive souttrward fron
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Hengrang along the rrallroad corrldor to Lluchow and a second drlve west-

nard fron Canton along the Sl (West)'.i1o"r Uo:r1rd Lluchor and l{annJng,

near the Indochlna border. Agaln, Chlneee'grourd reatstanc€ ras practl-
ca3-\r nAL. By early lbvenber the remaLnlng Fourteenth elr basea, lnclud-
tng the naJor oneg of KweLlln and Lluchow, had fallen.

As ln thc earller phaces, only the Fourteenth Alr Force pnovlded ef-
fectlve reglstance. Desplte the contlnulng loso of baoec, the 68th Whgrs

snell force of flghters and boribers took a healy toIL of troopo and cup-

plles, but they could on\y de3ay, not defeat, the enqr. The torl, how-

everr was sufficient\y high to nake the Japaneee vtctory a hollow one and

forestarl tho poaslbtllty of drlves on l(unnlng and chungktng.6

Japanese commanders after the war attrlbuted at leeat ?5 pcrcqrt of,

thc totel reslgtance ln Chlna to the Fourteenth Alr Force, whlch fn 1944

recelved month\y aupprles adequate to support less than one Lnfantrt di*
vLslon. stattetlcs for the perlod betwesr 26 l{gly and lbvenber lglrtr re-
veel grsphLcal\v thls alr effort by Less ttnn roo alrcrafb.T
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TABIA 60

Fourteemth Af &'East Cbf+? Can!?lm
@bxmeAlrcraft

UeE - Dec ]9!L

&pe A&

FLghters

B-25tg

B-4ra

Photo rocotl

lOTAL

&, !sr2f et &&

4rl+54

5s)

L97

6?

5 1297

I 4sB-2I Pes. A&

l+r76L

?26

194

- x?a

51360

Total

9 &L5

809

39L

,82
LO16l+7

SOIIBCS: Draft HLst, 14th AF' pp lala6, l+85.
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Tlnl.n 6l
!!! Fiehter Group jn b!, Chtna Caurnalel

TotaL Sorbies !g Aircraft gg-Ii."it eg! !g Cmnl.ssJ.on
tfa[, - &g 1or.r,

r?4
26 l{ay-June

.tu\y

Auguot

Septaiber

0ctober

November

TotaI

-9

Sortlea=

;-
b

210oo-
b

2rO5O-

,2r5J4

2r000

675

SortLes perffi-@

27

27

28

a
I

SortJ.es pgX,41!,
ln.Comlsslon,

35

36

38

28

10

A,-Effi* ii6th Tactical Reconnaiss€lnce Sqrra<inon.
L. Appnoxlnate.

SOIIRCES: 24th SCU, Analysls of Fighter OperatLons of l4th AF,
Jul lA-feu 45t & funnary of Operations, 9 Oct l+3-L5 Dec 14.
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Aerlal combat

Gr.ound fLre

Other causes

TOTAL

Destroyed

PnobabJy destroyed

Danaged

TOTAL

Fourteenth AF Aircraft Losses
East, Chirra Campalsrt

Mav - Dec 191/r

26 Wy-|! Jul ![
3

7

}L
l+3

t Ass-3f pec ![
5

10

32

h7

I Ass-3I Dec ![
293

79

202

571+

TABIE 63

JananeEe Alrcraft losses
East China Calnpaler

}Ia[, - lpc ].94.L

TotaI

I

T7

6(

90

Tolal

4a?

u&

301

852

Z6 ttey+t JuI ![
114

6S

oo

278

SOURCE: Draft Hlst, l&th AF, pp I&6, l+85-66.
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IK. SoI'TIIWF^ST PACIFIC AREA

&, Flfth $tr Foree

the Far East Alr Force nae the flrst Aruryr alr force to engage ln elc-

tmded combat actlon ln World War II. Although badly nauLed by the Japanese

attack on the Phllipplnes on I Decernber and operatlng against ovenrheJmlng

odds-wlth lnadequate facllltJ.ea, few suppJ.5.es, and verl' fen relnforeenents--

the Far East Alr Force exacted a toll frour the eneu{r far ln excess of ltB .'
meager lossllsr In January the reuurants of Lts boniber and flglrter unl,tg ata-

tloned ln the Phtllpptn€s,were sent to Jana to help delay Japaneee.adnancEs

tn the Netherlends Indies. In Febnrary l.t nae redesigneted the Flfth Alr

Foroe, but ltg fortures dld not lnprove as the Japanese speedl\y conquered

the Indles. Fron the Indl.es, sunrlvlng air unlts retreated to Australla

wtrere, ln Aprl1, they cane under the Allled Air Forces, Souttnrect Paciflc

Area. It wac not wrtlL 3 Septenrber L9t& that the Flfth. A1r Force nas for-
naI1y estabLl"shed at Brisbane, AugtraLfu, wl.th MaJ" Gen. George C. Kerlney

as Lts comnandLng general-.l

Between 4 and 8 l{ay L9l&t Flfth Alr Forcp pJanes, operating fron Austral-

l,an basee, aided the lilavy ln car:ylng out reconnalssance over vast stretches

of the CoraL Sea, the nater noute by wtrtch the Japanese were attenptlng to

sweep southnard to AuEtraLla and New Caledonla, Ttre Battle of the.Coral

Sea, a great alr battle, l,as the fl-rst naJor defeat of the Japanese and,

narked a turning point of the Paclflc War.2

Denled the Com,l Sea rrcute to Port Moresby, the best potenttal sprlng-

board to an lnvasion of Australia from New Qrlnea, the Japanese extended
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their hold on the northeast coagt of the Papran peningula. From Buna and

Gona, they Jaunched a drlve across the Oran StanJ.ey Mowrtalns toward Port

Moresby. Ttrc Al-ILes strurgthened thelr forccs at Port l{oresby ln Septem-

ber, Flfbh Alr Force trraneports bringlng ln lr50o freeh troopo fnon Aug-

trralle. Fifth Alr Force planes bonbed and atrafcd the €nen6r, fnrstratlng

hls cfforta to retnforce and resupply hta troops. fire tlde turned qtrtck\y

and Arlled troops prshecl the Japanese back along tbe traals to Buta. hrn-

tng 0ctober and November, the Fl-fthts trtansports fler tro regJ.nemtc o\ter 
'

tho Oncn Stanleye to Jungle alrstrips h/i.thtn a fcw n1les of Buna and aup-

plled tho by alr. Constructlon equipment, oteel- nats, and asphalt rere

moved tn the game mannero Slck and uourded r,rere o'vadrated m the return
e

tt{.pe.-

Ttre Flfth madc its nost inportant contributLon to thls canpatgr by

nafntahfng control of tbe aLr. Japaneae attacks agalnst the gnound forces

rcre few and lneffective. After the P-38ts went into actlon ln Decernber

L9l&r the AnerLcan mrgfu of al.r superlor{ty over the Japanese rrldened

stead,Qr.&

W 22 January L9l+3 t organlzed reslstance in Papua rae flnished. ltre

Flfth then Larmched'alsost dat\y attacks againat €nery strongbolds on the

northcagt Ngw Qrfuea coast anormd Huon 6r1f. Chlef targets were lae, the

nost actlve Japanese airfield ln eastern Ner Srlnea; Salamaua wtth its bar-

bor and alrflelde; and Flnschsfetr, shlpplng center and anchorage for sea-

planres ard t,endcrs. Irr addltlon, the Fifbble planes cupported gnorrrd troops

ln the Monobe area of New (hrlnea, bonbed baseg ln the BLsmarck ArchtpeLago

and thc Ncthertends Indles, and attacked shipplng tn the Blamarck Sea and

arrroundtng r*aters.5
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On 2-l+ I6rch l-918, Allied-Air Forces fought the Battle of the Bi.smarck

Sea. Ttris action lasted about 48 hours from the time of sighting a 16-ship

convoy carrySng reinfoicements to Ise untll l"ts destruction. trn a total of

20 missions, A11ied aircraft scored direct hits wlth approximately 35 per-

cent of their bombs. Orly four ships eseaped-aIt destroy€r8o Ttre Japa-

nese maLntained flghter cover over the convoy, but the Flfthte P-38rs pre-

vented thenr from effectiri.ety interferlng wlth the bomberg. Level bomblng '

at medlrrm altltude by B-J.fts and B-25rs was closely foLlowed by low, nast-,

level. bomblng by A-20te and B-2jfE. Australlan BeaufLghters afforded addt-

tlonal protectlon to the bombers by slmultaneous deck-strafXng. I?re Flfbh

logt one B-17r three P-3$tsr and U men ln combat. ltre .Iapanego Jostn ac-

cordlng to thetr own admLsslon, approxirnatcly 31000 offlcere and nen; leas

then 61000 troope gunrlved and fewer than Ir@0 rcached thelr dsgtlnatlon.6

. In rnld-suryner of 1943 the campalgn for controL of lftron Crtrlf rrras inten-

e!8ied. Durtng August the F5.:fth?s attacks on alrflelds at tilewak, farther

trest. up the Ner'r Grlnea coast, resulted in heariry enemy aircraft losses. ltre

Flfth also strongly attacked the Alexlshafen and l{adang areas, along rrith

naJor Japanese targets in the Hansa Bay area. By 4 September I9l$, Al1led

ground forces, under protectlve air cover, were clostng in on Iae and

Salanar:a. Ttre followlng day, 8/+ C-I+?ts dropped lrTOO Amerlcan paratroops--

ft$ly supplied and equipped--at liladzab, northweEt of lae, and on 6-? sep-

ternber the C-4Zts ferried an Australian divislon to the Nadzab strip.. the

paratroops and Australlans cut off the Japanese retreat route fr"on the

Salanaua-Lae regton. The Allies captured gslenaua on 13 Septeuiber and Lac

on 15 Septanrber. ShortJy thereafterr'Allled gr"orrrd forces landed slx nlles

above Finschafen and took Lt on 2 October, completing eontrol of Huon 6r1f.?
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The campalgn for the Bi-snarck Archipelsgo began ln October L9l+3. The

Flfth Alr Force and the Solomonc-baaed Thirteenth Air Foree lncreased the

intensity of thelr attacks on Rabaul and dropped record bomb loads aLmost

daily. By 11 Noveraber, they had neutralLzed RabauL as a threat to the A1-

LJ.ed l"andlng on BougalnvilLe ln the Solomons. Al1led troops landed on New

Britaln on L5 Deceurber3 Cape Gloucester airfleld fell on 30 Deceurber. The

Adrnlralty Islandg ca,me next , on 2Q Febnrary lr.ghJ+r and by 25 l{arch aLL vttal

areas ln the lslands were occupled. Wlthtn a few daye, rernalnlng enerry ba-

aes ln the Blamarck Archlpelago had been bypaseed, and the Flfthts pJ.anee

cane withtn bonbtng range of Ilruk in the Carollnes-Japanrs supply bagtion

in the central Paclflc.S

During !,[arch and Aprll 191* the Allles stnrggJ.ed to gain contnol of

upper Northeast New &rinea and to establleh a firnn foothoLd farther west

on the north coast of Dutch New Qrinea. The Fifth Air Force stnrck Wewak

and AJ.tape during the fLrst parb of the period and HolLandia during the

closing weeks of the campaign. It also operated over the extreme westem

portion of Nen ftrJ.nea, Java, and other points ln the Netherlands Indies.9

The flrst daylight mission to Ho'll"andia carne on 30 March, and on 3

April the Fifth staged its heaviest air attack to date when 235 bonbers'

escorted bV 74 P-38?s, dropped 355 tons of bombs. Only one P-38 was Iost.

gn 22 AprIL l9l&, Allled troops landed at Eollandla and Aitape. By June

L9l+4, Hollandia r*as belng used as an advance heavy bornber base' Wakdet

Blak, Orrl, and Woend,i feII ln rapid succ"ssion.lo

Far East Air Forces was organized on 15 June 19U+ to include both the

Fifth and Thirteenth Alr Forces. Wtrile the Ftfth continued to drlve west-

mrdr the I?rirteenth concentrated on bypassed eneqr bases, such as Rabaul,
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Kavicng, BougainvLlle, and other polnts ln the r€ar art"".[
'Beglnnlng ln August 1914 the Fifth Air Force turned ltc attcntl,on to

the reduetlon of the Phillpplnes. 'Ihie involved attacks on polnte fron

western Ncw Grlnea northuanl-through the lblmaherag-to Mindanao Island.

U-ntted operations contl.nued agalnst the Wer'ak-Attape area and polnts ln

Dutch New Grlnea, and by October the tnportant olL centcr of Ballkpapan

on Botneo nas recelvtng heavy bourblng.U

. Al-llcd forces landed on layte, ln the Ptd3.tpptnee, ln October 1|9l+h

and by the cnd of the year the Ftfth nas attacklng the netnork of Japaneae

bases anorrnd Manlla fronr aLrgtrlpc on lll.ndoro, tcyte, and Sanar. ftr 26 Jan-

'uerlf 1945 the recapture of Clark Fleld narked a hlgh polnt for thc Flfthts

canpelgn ln the PhL[pplneo. the returtr cndd a tbrce-year ecrlal trck

of 61000 n:[leo, vLa Port Moresby, Buna, Iae, Hollandla, Blakr trforotal,

and Lqrte.*13

I?re Fifth Alr Force assrmed new r€sponslbLlltles as the PhS.llppilnes

canpatgn progressed touard a succcssful concluslon. Forrrosa, the pr{.ncl-

pal bal:lrqy gtation on the sea lanes frnom Japan to the Netherlands IndLes

and Ualaya also served ag a staging area for outlying garrleons. The Flfth

neutrallzed Formosars nany alrfleLds to protect U.S. forces ln the Phl1lp-

pJnes and to lnsnre the success of the lnvaslon of Okinawa-scbedul-ed for

AprS-L. In addltton, Lt attacked Japanese shtppfuig ln the South Clnltq Sea

and targets along the ChirTa coast. Begtnnlng on a $naII Ecalc in Januaryt

the Fomosa-China eoast campaJ.gn reached lts peak in May 1945 and tras vir-

tually compS-eted in July. Flghter and bomber alrcraft successfirl-ly coop-

emted ln day and night mlestons agafuist alrfields, lndustrlal targets,

tFor more detalls of the Philipplnes canpaign see following chapters
on Leyte and Luzon.
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rail l-lnes, and shipptng facill-ties.4
. When the uar ended ln August L945r elements of the Ftfth Air Force

were movlng lnto the Ryrrlcyus in preparation f,or the final asgault. From

Oklnawa, Fifth Alr Force planes fLew against the Japanese home LEl,ands and

China coast instailatlons--parttcularl$ Shanghal.l5

Ttre ThLrteenth Air Force

Any aLr unlts operatlng in the South Paclfic Area, chlefly ln the

Solonon Islands, were formed into the Thlrteenth Alr Force in January J:9l+3.

After parttcipattng tn carnpalgne on (fuadaIcanal, Bougalnville, and other

lsJands, the Ttrlrteenth moved westuard and, ln Jrure 1914, along wlth the

,-.-. 16'Flfth Atr Force becarne a part of the Far East Alr Forces (fglf').

The Thfu-beenthls bombers--B-Ursr B-24r st and B-25rs--operatlng from

bases in the South and Southwest Pacific areas, alded the .A,lLled drives

from Australia to the Phlllppines. Fighter aircraft lncfuded P-38fs, F

39rs, P-61tsr and P-fOrs. ThLrteenth Alr Force planes flew long patrot

and photographic nissions over the Solomon Islands and the Coral Sea and

raided airfields, lnstallations, and shipping in the Solonons and Bismarcks

urtll August I9l+3. Ttrey flew repeated mlsslons against Bougainville, New

Britain, and New lreland, tnflictlng heariry damage on enery bases. During

Aprll and lby 1944 they attacked the heavily defended Japanese base on

Wo1eal, ln the CaroLlnes.

PrLor to the invasLon of Pele1lu in the Palau IsLands and leyte in

].9l+4, Ttrlrteenth Atr Force bonbers helped neutralize enerJr bases on Yap

and Trrrk ln the Carol-Lnes and other islands in the Pal-aus. 3n the Phllip-

plnes carnpaJ.ggr, pl.anes of the TtrLrteenth supported ground forces, st'nrck

Japanese shipping, and bombed airfields on Leyte, Luzon, Negros, Cenam,
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Ilalnahsra and Fornosa. Dur{.ng the cloalng nonthc of thc rar, the frlr-
teenth parttclpated tn Arlrcd air openatlons agalnEt the lrbtherLanda Indlca,

httttng alrfLelds, chlpplngr and lnstaLlatloag. ttrlrtecnth planea rupported

A,ustrallan forccs ln Borneor.attacked targeta ln French &rdochlna, and flcr
L- ^-.t-Lt -- L7frcquant patrol nisslons along the Aslatlc coart.
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TABINJ 72

Thirteenth AF Aircraft losses
! Jul 1q43 - l! Ju1 1q4{

rVp" A& fu Enenv Aclion

In Air 0n Ground

fu 0m1 Causes Total

35

2

u
40

3

1

2

2

7

1

5

2

q

R-] r/

B-24

RB & SB-24

B-25

P-38

P19

P-40

P-61

F-70

P-38NF

F-5

F-?

A0-10

c-47

L-5

uc-45

TOTAL

I

rt3

u
(A

115

14

TO

2

1

I

2

2

'l(

2

7

I

1

,+

1

3l+

2

]-:63

18

75

L62

L7

17

7

l+

I
16

2

9

4

?

I

505

j

110

j

352

SOURCE: Collection of Statistics on 13th AF Operations.



Thirteenth AF Claims of Enenv Alrcraft Destroyed
! Jul 1443 - 2f Jul lq4c

By USAF Atrcraft

B_24
B_25
P-38
P49
P-40
P-51
P-70

IOTAL

lVpe Tareet

Alrdromes &
dispersal areas

Personnelr Eupplfr
& ground support

Shipplng, docks,
& whanres

0i1 refineries
& storage

TOTAT

TABII 74

Thirteenth AF Sorbies and Tonnase
asaixst Netherlands Indies Targets

Jan - Agg 191+<

115

TABTE 73

In the Air

48lt
6

223
14
82

5
2

815

Sorties

3 ro59

5 168

748

t36

g,626

On the Ground

254
2h

108
3

1
j

390

TotaI

n8
3o

331
I?
82

6

_2
lr2a6

Pgrcent

4L.7

50.0

'l '4

.g

100.0

Percent

31.8

59.o

7.8

1.&

100.0

Tons

5 1867.5

7 rO5L.3

11038.1

J30.3

14ro8'1.2

SOURCES: Collectlon of Statistlcs on 13th AF Operations; 25th SCU, 13th
AF Principal Targets (Jan-Aug 45).
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X. THE I,UTTE CA},IPAItr
OeTOBm - DECET{Bffi lg4,,t}

The prlraaqf purpose of the teyte caxtpalgn waE to estabLlsh an alr and

logistlcaL base in the heart of the Phlll.pptne Ielands to support firrther

operatlons against tuzon, Formosa, and the Cbina coagt. Control of Legrbe

by Arlied forces would aleo serre to divlde Japneee forces ln the PhQl,p-

plnes.l

In preparatlon for the teyte campalgn, Atlied forces capbured l&rotal,
eoutheast of liflndanao, and the Falaus, east of the pbJ,lipptnes, but these

islandE were too far fnom Legrbe to permtt, use of land-baEed al.rcraft ln eup-

polt of the landing. Consequently, operation plans called for !{avy alr to
provlde lnltial protection for the landing forces, begtnnllg rdth the lnrra-

gion on 2O October. Iand-based planes roould asfllme responslbllJ.ty for aLr

operat5ons after A plus 15 $ Novenrber Lgt&).z

GHQ, soutlffest Paclfic Area, cormanded by Gen. Dowlas A. ldacAtthur,

exerclsed overall conunand of the operation. AILled Alr Forces, conslsting

pr{ncipally of FXAFTg Flfth Atr Force, hd about 75O t$ters and ?0o bonb-

era readlr for use in the Leyte eampaign. Alrld ilaval Forces consist€d

princlpally of carriers and transports of the Third and Senrenth Eleete,

and AlLied land Forces included X and )ffIV Corps of the U.S. SLxth Arqr.

About 1?4TOOO troops were nade anallable for the lrrlttal asEault phase on

Leyte, and nore l,iha;r. 2O2.OO0 gnowrd troops were ernentually comltted.3

Japanese Land and air unlts ln the Phtltppines on the eve of the cd&- 
,,:,1",..re*..r.rI ''', ': 

'

palgr nuribered an est:lma Ld t+32r@O men, lncluding Lr?@ on Lqte. A totsl ""1""
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of 7Or000, lncluding almost 501000 reinforcements, was eventually corrnit-

ted to the island?s defense. Japanese aj-r strength in l(lnrshu, Formosat

and the Phllippines uras estfurated at 1r5@ planes based ai ?6 usable air-

fields. About 152 fighters, lfp bombers, and 9 reconnaissance planes were

availabLe on 20 0ctober for attacks against the Leybe beact*tead.4

During the preinvasion period, beglnning about 10 October, EEAF and

U.S. Nal6r aircraft sought to neutralize Japanese airpower. FEAF alrcraft

attacked hostiJ-e air forces jn the Celebes Sea area, pounded airfields on

Mlndanao, and pr"otected Allled naval forces and convoys. The Thid Fleet

stmck at Oldnawa, Formosa, norbhern and southeastern tuzon, and the Visa-

yas areai the Sennenth Alr Force attacked bases ln the bypaseed ldarshalls;

Navy and l,Iarlne planes hit the CaroUnes; and the Eleventh Air Force made

a diversionary attack on the Kur{,Is frrom the Aleutl-ans.5

fhe invasion of teyte began on 20 Oetober with only naval alr pr"otect-

lng the ground forces during the first four days. But growing Japanese

air and naval resistance, culninating in the Battle of Leyte Grlf on 24-25

October, extrausted the Ttrird and Seventh Fleets and forced them to wtth-

draw a large part of their air cover over Le;rte. To fiIL the gap, C'eneral

MacArthur ordered A11ls4 Alr Forces to assune responsibility for alr de-

fense and air support of Leyte on 2? October, a week earlier than planned.

He also allocated all land targets ln the PhillppJnes to the Allied Air

Forces and directed the Thtrd F1eet to attack then onJy after coordjnation.5

Accorriingly, the Fifth Air Force imnediate\r assurned control of air

operations on Ieytg but it could place relative\r few aLrcraft on the ls-

land and 1ts operations were se\rerely tnmpered by mud, airfield constn.c-

tion problems, and harassing Japanese alr attacks. By 1 November the
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tactical sitrration on Leyte was serious, as the Japanese had vlrtually re-

covered contrp] of the air, and thrrough 3 November the Fifthts fighters

were on the defensive. MeanwhiLe, other FEAF aircraft attaeked alrflelds

in the central and southern Philippines through whLch the Japan";" ;";

send.ing alr relnforcenents. 7

On { l{overaber, after additional aircraft arrived, FEAF began to estab-

}lsh alr superd.ority, lsoLate the battlefleld, and destroy the enerny locaI-

Iy-in that ord.er of prlority. Air superiority was achieved between 11

and 25 Novem.ber. The need for continuous patrol over Allied posLtiong and

for strikes against eneuryr convoys and reinforcernents unavoidably li.ntted

sorties in close zupport of the ground forces. HEAF pLanes fLew sone close

Euppott sorbLes on 25 November and lnterr,ittently ttrereafter until the end

of the canpaign, as the Sixth Aruy completed the conquest of the lsland.

Elsewhere, EEAF aircrafb dropped a heavy tonnage of bombs.on air fac{L:Ltles

and other targets surroundlng Leyte.€

When GHQ officlally announced on 26 December the end of the teyte cam-

pafgr except. for nopplng-up operations by the Sl:cth Arny, FEAF aircraft

had flowr more than 15rOO0 fighter and bomber sorties, destrotrrlng 6l+3 steqy

plA,nee ln aerial conbat and 4OB on the ground. Ttrey had al.so dropped g rhCo

tons of bombs, princlpally on aLrfield, stdpplngr Euppff, and personnel

targets, r*reaking hanoc rrith the energrls alr and troop reinforcements. FEAF

pilanes destroyed about JO nerchant, escort, ed other craft (32 confirsrea

by the enenny) carrylng 40rOO0 or nore nen, of whom an unlsrown nuiber nanaged

to reach Lslands other than teyte wlthout eqrrl3ment.9

--E;ttre 
er: 2? October and 25 December the tonnage of bombg dropped on

air facilities alone lf,as as foLlor'rs: Negros, 3rLOJi Mindanaor Lr2ni Cebu,
971i Falarlan, 5l+7i Fanay, 249; t{e;sbate, 38.
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lVpe Sortie

Attack
Al"rdromes
Aek ack
Buildings
Brldges
Docks
Industries
Gasoline
Personnel
Roads
Eadar
Shipping
Supplies
Tmck convoyg
l"{iscellaneous
Tota1 attack

Reconnaissance

Patro1

Escort

Interception

Other

TOTAT

V Fishte"
ComnandI.

379
I

66
{

:
T3
30
16

3Ol+

;
24

(851)

69

2,1+95

L121t2

8a
58

h,955

olst Recon
wlre

36

48
65

I
78
t5

189
u5

6
22

$s2)

L6h

135

15

I
I

9t3

TABTE 78

Fifth AF Sorties in the, Levte Camnaisr [g $rpe
Novenber 1o4/+

V Bomber__
Cornnanda

Total

l12?6
62
t&
,:

252

9
65
48

25

(r,z9e)

47

Lt

1,856

]-169I
7o

158
80

I
)3

360
36

9
558
L63
r4
It

(3,8L)

280

21630

L1258

88

sl

7 r7?J+

g.
b.

Cr

B-24ts, B-25rs, A-2Ors. Does not lnclude
P-38rs, P-4?rsr night fighters. Does not
during 11-30 November.
P-{0ts, F-5fsr F-?ts.

3d and 380th
include 58th

Bomb Groups.
Fighter Grcup

SOIIRCE: 5th AF l{onthly Stat Sr:nunary.
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TABIE 79

FEAF Combat Alrcraft on }hnd
99! - Dec lql&

(Ae of End of Month)

kpe Aircraft

Bombers

Flghters

Becon ArlC

TOTAL

Prlncinal Tarsets

Alrrlrones

Supplles

Shipping

Personnel

lOTAL

TABIE 80

Flfth AF Bonb Tonnase
Nov - Dic lq&L

November

fr859

82

L79

26<

21385

Sep

11581

L,274

2L<

3 ro?a

Oct

1r547

r1252

n3

3,Ol2

&g
J-tl+O2

1r185

210

21797

Dec

r1286

LrnS

180

2,599

Total

5r8L6

IlrgA4

818

Llr478

Decenber

ltlr38

32r

245

u6

2r].5o

Total

3,297

l+gj

hzJ+

&It

4r535

SOIIRCES: AAtr' Stat Dlgest, hlorld War II, p L72i 5th AF Monthly Stat Sumnazy.
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I\rpe Allied Alg

B_24
B_25
P-38
P_40
P-47
P-61
F_5'
F-7
TOTAT

Force

By lend+ased aLrcrafb

By AAA (tsv)

By carrier-based aircraft

1'OTAI.

TABTE 81

Japanese and Al1ied Aircraft Destroye4 ln terial Conrbat
in Leybe Canpaien--lO Oct - 26 Dec l9LJ+

Jananese Aircraft Destloved !g
lVpe of All"ied $1!

A11led Aircraft Iosses

-
bg I?Pe

&! $&
I+6

2
42o

7
158

7
o

J
6l+3

Nunber

16.1
a

6
o
1
o

l+7

lYpe

B-24
B-25
P-38
P-40
?-w
P-61
r-5
F-?

TABIS 82

Jananese Aircm,ft Destroved ln Lerrte Canpaisl
10 Oct - 26 Dee LqA/.

Itlr Aerial Conbat

6t3

25t

L.lll+

21338

On the Gnound Total

408 1,051-

25L

L.lr88

l-1896

2.q2

4,8b

SOIJR6ts: Report by AEB, SWPA, Ieyte Canpaign, 1 Jur b5, pp 44, ]-95.
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)ct. coNQitEsT 0F LuzoN e

JANUARY - JUNE 1946

The large lsland of Luzon was considered the nain AILled obJectlve ln

the Ph{ltppines, to be used as a base agalnst the Japanese honeland. There

wete 2601000 Japanese troops on Luzon in nld-Noverrber IgU+. Fnom bases on

Leyte and l,findorrc lrr the last tuo months of 1944, Far East Air Forces (filf)

pounded enery bases on Luzon, putting sorne 11100 enerny planes out of action,

most of them on the grorrnd, while the U.S. Thi.:rd Fleet clained 2rO0O destroy-

ed. By invasion day--9 Janr:ary 1945--the Allied Aj-r Forces had vlrtualJy

neutralized 120 enery airdromes ln the Luzon-Visayas area. Subsequentls,

FEAF* crews encountered little enensr air opposltion over Luzon and eas$r

overcene such resistance as they met.l

The elaborate pJ.ans for the conquest of Luzon almost paralleled those

for Leyte. As the ships of the Seventh Fleet moved norLhward to Llngayen

qrlf, the Japanege f,arurcbed intense lbmlkaze attacks, especiaS.\y on 5 and

6 January, with rarshlpe the speclal target. But the aseault convoys safely

reached Llngayen beaches by 9 Janua4f to find that the maln Japanese forces

had retreated to mourtain positions ln the interior. After surgiag ashore,

I and XIV Corps of the Sixth Army estabLlshed lodgurents rrithout dl-fficulty.

Carrier aircraft protected the shlps and the landings, bomblng and strafing

on and behlnd the beaches and shooting down lf enetr{r alrcraft wh1le also

c.ra-irning ? ltght tanks and 18 tnrcks destroyed.2

- Ee Seventh, Fourteenth, and 1\uentieth Alr Forces also flew nLsslons
to assist ln the isolatlon of Luzon. (ttist, EEAF, Ir 309-10; W.F. Cmven
& J.L. Cate, eds, !@AAF in @!, Ye JJ+9t 4O5, hI5.)
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Aircraft of FEAFts Flfth Air Force operated prirnarily to LsoLate the

lrunediate battlegrormd. On 9 January alone they knocked out 15 key bridges

on Luzon. Continulng to press attaeks on conmunLcations and transportatlon,

by the l-6th the Flfth had totaled up ninfun:n clalms to equal half of Luzon?s

prerrfiar locomotlves and a quarter of its roJ-llng stock. And lts strlkes

had confined the €neqf to novement of troops at night,3

Between 9 and 16 January the escort carrier planes of Task Gr"oup 7?.4

prov5ded direct support of the gror:nd forces, flying 4l alr-grourd misslons.

FEAFTs 310th Bombardmeert Wirrg also fler'r strjkes fron Mindoro. By 15 Jan-

uary an airstrip nas ready near Llngayen, and C-lr.|ts began brlngtng Ln car-

go while P-61ts began moving in. &r the l?th, P-JBts, P-{Ors, and P-51!s

arrived, brlngtng strength up to requirements for cover and dlrect support,

and the 308th Bornbardment Wing fornally relleved the escort carriers of

responslbillty for direct suppor-! of grorrnd operations ln the Lingayen

area and for protectlon of convoys to and fr"on tlngayen ftrlf. &r 30 Jan-

llatyr Flfth ALr Force assuned firll responslblllty for close support and

cover over Luzon, relleving the l,ast of the escort carriers from duty in

the area.4

Although sporadic enersr alr attacks contlnued r:ntlJ- 3-8 Jannary--ap-

parently from Fomosa after the l2th--few if any enery alrcraft relnforce-

ments reached tuzon. lhe air strength on the lsLand had retreated to For-

mosa or elsen*rereg thus, the Japanese had to defernd Lrrzon without friendly

alrlrower. Gen. Tomoyukl Yamashlta, comnander of the Japanese ground forces

in the Phllipplnes at the tlne, sald ln a postwar interrogation, nlf we

had had your arti).lery and your air support, we would have won.t5

Beglnnlrig 18 January, EEAF alrcraft operated chiefly ln support of
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the grorrnd drlve southnard, down the central plalnc, ernabllng XEII Cotpc to

talce rlsks it could not have dared trtthout effsctlvc alr aupport. By early

Februa4y the 308th Wing had a g3owlng force of 3& aircraft, lncludtng thoce

of Uarlne rurits, and the 3L0th Wing on Mlndor"o had an eqrr}ralent strcnglh.

Early ln !,ibr:ch tbese bonbardnent wfuigs, plus the 309bh based on San lbreellrto

aLratrLp, r:ndertook the support of one Ary col?s each-the I Corps, Xf,\l

Corps, and XI Corps respectlvely.6

On 3-r+ Febntary, Ln strpport of the assault on l{anLla, hS e-b?rs wlth

P-38 cover alrli-fted 2rO55 paratroops of the SILth Regiraent (ffUr Afu'borne

Division) fron Mlndono and dropped theur on fb.gaytay Bldge, rtrleh comandcd

higltrlays to the clty and Cavite naval base. Alr support provtded eonstant

cohsn cover to the adnaneing troops, and flghter4onrbers and A-2Ors erad-

Lcated eneu5r defenseg.T

Ceneral !{acAr{bur annotmced on 5 Febnary that the assa&lt phase of

the Luzon campaLgn had been completed, Amer{-can troops havlng entered ManlLa

that day. But lt took another month to uproot the Japanese frm the clty

and retake Corregi.dor, Bataan, and other stronglro1dg ln the Br.€ar II0 a

conblned aLrborne and anphlbLous assault on 16 February the lsland fortregs

of Corregidor.fell qulckly to the Slxth AnSr. In two Bfta, 82 Flfth Atr

Force C-b?ts dropped 2rO22 men of the 5O3d Faraclnrte RCT in a vetTr anell

area rnrch more safely than planners dared antl-clpate. T?re paratnoops com-

pleteJy surpriacd the cncuy and took theLr obJecttve speedi\y. Tbls action,

comblned with an anryhlbious Landl.ng that oceuned betneen the tre 3i:fts,

enabled the Arrqy to complete the aesault phase of the lnnaslon that day.8

Drtng the consolldatlon perlod, Fifth Air Force fighters bombed and

strafed enenqr posltions ln close support mLssions, C-4?tc dropped strpp}lea,
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and heaqy bonbers stmck every significant target, notably enersr eoncentra-

tions in the Antipolo-Ipo area. on 16-1/ l,tray about 2oo fighters, in the,

largest grorxrd supporb strike of the Pacific l,ar, caused great destmction

by dropping napalm on fpo defenses.9 A fet.r days later Gen. Walter lftnreger,

coruanding the Slxbh Army, sent the followlng message to l,faJ. Go!l.&:rnis

C. Whitehead, the commander of the Fifth Air Force:lo

Earlff capture of the viial lpo Dam rnade possible by splendid
support of our attack by your brave airrnen, l,ly heartfelt thanks
to you and your men.

Air support of the Phillpplne guerrilJas in north Luzon contributed

slgnificantly to the campalgn between Janr:ary and Jrxre, FEAF aircraf!
struck enerv concentrations, supply dumps, installations, and towns. The

suppltr drops and suppJy landlngs were of inestj:nable value, cargoes eon-

sisting of amnunltlon, weapons, rations, medical supplies, and even Jeepe.

One of the rnost successfirl guerri'l]a-support missions occur'red on 23

February as part of a skillfully executed airborne and anphlblous raid on

Los Banos prison, ln southern Luzon. While fighters strafed and bornbed

the vicinity, 10 c-&7rs dropped 12! troopers who Jorned infiLtrators to
surprise the Japanese guard.s and liberate zrTl+? ALlied prisoners.u

.Another successful airdr"op at the northern end of Luzon on 23 June

helped close the final trap on the Japanese in the Philippines. At dar*n

on the 8d, 5l+ C-l+?ts and 1{ C-46ts of the 54th Troop Carrier Wing 1J-fted

994 men of the 511th Paractnrte Infantry Regiment from Lipa a distance of

348 niles and dropped them at Camalaniugan, a few mlles southeast of Aparri,

wtrich elements of the 37th Division had entered on 21 April. In the fIlght
were 7 griders transporbing heaqy equipnent, lncluding a Jeep and ?5-rmr.

howitzers. This rnarked the first PacLfic airborne operation ln wtrlch
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gEdcrs were used. Ttle paratroops, supplLed by alr, attacked southnard at

once and Jotned the 3?th Infantry three days later to clear the Cagayan val-

lcy. Wlth the exceptlon of rnopping-up operations, the canpaLgn for Luzon

o" oo"".P

Direct support ras the prlncipal air agtlvity of the tuzon campaLgn.

Tactl,cal alr operatlons predonLnated because of two things: thers uaa a

Lack of strateglc targets and., slnce the enenqrrs air foree ln the Philip-

plnes had been largely destroyed, the Flfth Alr Force Lsolated the battLe-

field within the first few weeks.D

Near the end of the war the Joint Chlefg of Staff obbenrd:&

0f the rnantrr Paclfic tectical air oper:atlonar we thlnk the
most ctrlklng exanple of the effective use of tactlcal air Porerr
ln cooperatlon trlth ground tnoops and the l{aryr to achleve decl-
sfure results at a mtninun cost ln llves and nateriel ras the rprk
of the Far East Air Forces in the Llngayen-Central Inzon campalgn.
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Air units Grvine
Jr')

Authorized strengths.

TABIE 83

Support {n Luzon Campaim
29 Jutt 1a/+<

Close
Jan -

Llnit

3d Air Cornrnando Gp: 3d & 4th Ftr Sqs Connando
&th Ftr Gpl 35Lh, 36Lh, & EOth sqs
35th Ftr Gp: 39Lh, {01;h, & 41st Sqs
49th Ftr Gp: 7th, 8th, & lth Sqs
JSth Ftr Gp: 5gth, 3icth, 31fth, & 201st sqs
34$th Ftr Gp: 34aLh, 341st, 3h2d, & t+60th sqs
l+751h Ftr Gp: 431st, l+32d, & 433d Sqs
Total fighters

3d Bomb cp (1,) i &h, 13th, 8gbh, & pOth Sqs
3L2rh Bomb Gp (L): 386th, 387th,388th, & 389th Sqs
.417th Bomb Gp (L): 6?Zd, 673d, 67Uth, & 6?5th Ses 

-

Total light bombers

3Sbh Borab Cp (r"j): ?1st, 4O5Lh, 822d., & 823d Sqs
3h5th Bomb Gp (M): 49&h, 49gth, 5OOth, & 50IJt Sqs
Total rnedium bonrbers

22d Bonb Cp (H) i 2d, 19th, 33d, & {o$th Sqs
43d Bomb cp (H) i 63a, 54rh, 65tn, & 4o3d ses
9Oth Borub Gp (H): 3]-91"h, 32OLh, 31tst, & 4OOttr Sqs
380th Bornb Gp (H): 528Lh, j29th, |,3OLh, & 531st Sqs

Total heavy bombers

71st Tactical Becon Gp;
17th Tactical Recon Sq
82d Tactical Recon Sq
l10bh Tactical Reeon Sq

Tota1 reconnai.ssance aircraft

Pr.ov I'farine Air f.iing: 24th & 32d }brine Air Gps

GNAND TOTAL

wee l1[s.

P-5t
P-38
P-51
P4e
P-47
P-5r
P-38

A-20
a,-20
A-20

B-25
B-25

B-2-l+
B-24
B-24
B-24

Total 1

5o
75
?5
75

100
100
J5
550

b8
48
48

-E
Lgz

6l+
64

-9L
rg2

64
_&
128

16
25

u
66

]..66

B-25
P-51
P-5r

SBD

Ir29l+

SOURCE: Sjrrbh U.S. ArrrJr, Report of the Luzon Campaign, I, l-00-101.



Air Unltg Flvtns Supmrt Mlsslone
under 30gth Bombardment Wlne

!l Feb DLZL

ttrlt
18th Flghter Gp

35th Fighter erp

475tb Fig[ter Crp

3d Atr Comrando Gp

SWrh mght Ftghter Sq

82rl TactLcal. Recon Sq

I[Oth Tactl,catr Recon Sq

2Ath UAC and 32d l{AG

3t%h Bonb Gp (t)

38th Bornb Cp (u)

25th Photo Sq

15?th, 159th, L50th r.taison Sqg

TOTAL

13r

TABIE 8/+

wp" Al9,

P-38

PnbT & P-51

?-38

P-51

P-61

P-40 & P-51

P-40 & P-5r.

SED

A-20

B-25

r_5

L5

!& Asglqed

5s

69

7a

49

LL

2L

2J+

r41

b5

l+3

10

-.:1
602

senc untalg. -EreTffi;r of operratlonal planes remalncd approxfinate\y the
end of Msrch.

S0URCE: Slrth U.S. A,r:rgr, Report of the Luzon Campaign, T, 99.
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TABTE 85

Total
ffis1
12,695

73,555

13 1492 tons

lfurnber in
Ground Supporb

11r309

t3,a6b

ILr597 tons

Percentas.e in
Grorlrd Suf;fort

89

96.4

sl

Flfth AF Support of Grorr4d Trpoqs in Luzon Canpalp.
28 Jan - 10 Mar lo[q

Bombers

Fighters

Bonb tonnageL

g;--Fif!hAF sorties not used in ground eupporb were employed to achleve
and malntain neutralization of energ air forces on Formosa and on
Italnan rsland and to lntermpt enersr shipplng between Amoy and Cape
Padaran.

b. Irn additlon, between l Febnrary and f l,trarch, Flfth AF expended 811331000
rounds of .5O caliber, of vrtrich an estLrsated 810001000 rorrnds were
used in direct support of ground forces.

SOIIRCEI Air EVa}:ation Board, SIWPA, Report 16, Flghter Bor:&ing and Strafing'
Annex G.
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Fifth and Ttrlrtesrth AFts !g tuzon Cannalsr
BoUh lonnape !g lVoe SortLe

Q Jan - 15, l4ar ].q&q

t33

woe Sortie

e'atn & matntain
air superiorlty

Isolation of
battlefleld

Cloge support

AIl other (recon,
lndustrial", For-
nosa, [lEI)

TOTAT

Tons Percent Dropped
Drooped dn Tactical Tarsets

Percent Dromed
on 1,11 1lareets

15.0

46.6

26.6

IL.8

100.0

Pereent Sorties

36.W

58.13

5.fl
100.00

Canpatgn.

3,l9g

IO162?

6ro6h

Effective Sortles

5 
'5O93 1202q.07(

t3,786

17.1

52.8

30.1

2.696 
-221815 1OO.O

TABIE 8?

Ftfth and Ttrir{eenth AFts in tuzon Camnaiqn
Effective Sorties bv trpe P1ane@W

Ivpe A&
Bonbers

B-2h
B-25
A-20

TotaI

Fightera
P-38 \\
P-4O \.
P-h7
P-5r
P-61

Total-

Recormalssance
F-5
F-5
F-?
0A-10

TotaI

CJRAI{D IOTAL

SOURCE: Ftnal

9r39h
r1612
6rl+38
3 \OIQ
L.773

221259

r1228
86t+
Jl+5

10
2rW

381292

Consolldation--5th & Uth AFrs ln Luzon
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FEAF Effective Sorties pa TVpe Alrcraft
Jan - Jun 194q

Iql+q

Jan
Feb
Mar
Apr
May
Jun

TOTAI,

L9!2

Jan
Feb
Mar
Apr
I,Iay
Jun

lOTAL

Fishter

9 16A5
91793

11,884
13,810
Dr47
10.818
68,t57

Total

]-5,h50
16r3o1
19 

'?952rro87
20rT35
r'l.bLa

rlorSu

Heavtr Bomber Med g

2r28h
2'75L
3 1555
3 

'45o3,548
3. <8q

T9,T77

Lisht Bomber

3 156r
3 r?57
41356
3 r&7
4r9t+O
3.OlQ

8,h83

TABIE 89

EEAF Total Fiehter Sorties bv TVpe
Jan - Jun 1o45

Escort

2'51&
2,L73
21284
L'182

5U
a62

IOr2n

Recon

413
257
268
t55
2rg
3Ol+

L16]-:6

@
5,589
I+r99r
3 

'l+851,598
r,277
1.450

18r400

Total

LO1689
10r518
L21963
14r890
13 1233
12.181
7+r574

Bombine & Strafine

2rU5
3 rl?7
6'926

tt1355
LL1223

q.r.q (
l'&'28r

9.. Includes interception, patrol, sweep, & gea-search.

SOURCE: AAF Stat Digest, &torld htar II, pp 224,
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XII. CEI{IB.AL PACIFIC CAMPAIE{S
].9h2 - I9t+5

Irn thc central Pacific canpalgns of L942-45 the Arqp Alr Forces played

a slgnlficant but secondary role. The U.S. Nal6r exercised cownand of the

theater and, together rvith the l{arines, provlded most of the land and air
forces engaged. Ttre conbat eLements of the MFrs Seventh Alr Force came

under the operational control of the Nariry with the estabLishment of the

PaclfLc Ocean Areas (rc11 on 30 March 1942. ThLs arrangemcnt contlnued

unttL late ln the war,f

The Scventh r*as destined to operate under several handicaps. &ccept

for the Battle of l,Iidway-1-5 June 1942--it saw litt1e eonbat for nost of

the flrst two years of the uar. It served primarily as a defenge force

for the tbwaiian Island.s, as an organizatlon for trainfuig crews and nodJ.fy-

ing aireraft for other tactical units, and as a forr*arding agency for men:

and ajrcraft enroute to more active Paclfic theaters. In addition, lts
unlts and other resources were frequently lent or transferred to other or-

ganizations.2

In its fi-rst naJor engagement--the Battle of l{Ldway ln June J9[2-Lllre

Seventh flew 54 B-17 sortles and sent 4 B-26ts in a torpedo attack against

the Japanese fleet. Postwar Japanese records and lnterrogations indlcate

that land-based Army, ldary, and l,trarine pJanes did'little, if anyrdanage

during the fanous na\ral battle.3

Between the sunmer of, 1942 and the faII of L9l+3, the SeventhrE nain

conrbat force consisted onJy of a single group of heavy boriber aircraft.



136

But its Umited bomblng and reconnaissance actlvities ranged over a wide

area: Qradalcanal, Wake, Rabaul, the Gilberts, and rnany other lsLands.

Reconnaissance of the Gilbert and !4arshail- lslands by Swenth A1r Forcc

planes provlded the llarry with lnna}rab].e,lntelllgence for planntng an as-

sault against them. In preparation for these carrpaLgns, ln late 1943, the

Seve'nth was eugn€nted to a atrength of three fighter and seven bombardnent

squadnona.I+

The maln burdcn of the attacks on the Gllberts and the Uarsha]-ls rested

wtth the U.S. Navy. It ernployed about 900 carrier aLrcraft agalnet the

Gllberts and about 700 carrler alrcraft against the l,farshaLls. In both

operatlons the Swenth performed search and rcconnaissance and struck at

eneqr shlpplng, air bases, and lnstalbtions. By the tLrae the l{arlnes land-

ed on Taraua, the rnain target ln the GI[berbs, on 2O ldoveurber 1943, the

Swenth had flown 141 sodies against the l-slend. On\y fn the use of ftgltt-

ers dld the Seventhts operattons agalnst the lbrshalls dlffer from the as-

sault on the Gllberts. Although the Seventh lost nuneroult alrcraft ln cout-

bat or beeause of operatlonal hazards, Japanese alrcraft losses were 3o

heary that by the end of January 19lr,t+ no more wsre encountercd ln the !{ar-

EhalLs.5

In preparation for the invaslon of the Marlenas, the Seventh stnrck

at Wake Island, bypassed tsl€nds ln the !{arshalls, and, beginntng on 15

l{arch ltlif, the bypassed islands ln the CaroHnes. Mlsllons agalnst the

Caro}lnes centered on neutralizatlon of thc strategic Japancse narral and

alr bage at Trtk and rere frequent\y nade ln cooperatLon rrlth alrcraft of

the ![arry and the I?rlrteenth Alr Force frrn the Solomons. Trrrk reuralned

utder attack untll the end of the r*ar. Darlng the flrst five months (to
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1? August 191t4), the Seventh flew 1110? eorties to drop 2r5hl tons of bombs

on the island. In the same period it clained 32 Japanese planes shot down,

J.2 probables, and 26 danaged against 9 aircraft destroyed and 91 damaged by

eneury aircraft or antiaircraft fire.5
l{arfne and Arry forces began the invaslon of the !{arianas wlth a Lend-

ing on Saipan on 15 June 1944. Ore week later, on 22 &nte, two sqnadrone

of P-/+? flghters were catapulted-probably for the first tlne in combat--

fron ttlo Navy carriers, landtng on Saipan. Wl-thfui a few hours they were

provldlng close air support for ground troops--also the firgt ti-rre by land-

based fighters ln the central Facific. Mter parttcipating wlth the Navy

in softenlng up nearby Tinfun IsJ.and, the Se'nenthts fighters again provlded

close support for ground troops on Tinlan and &ram when these tr.ro lslands

were fuvaded late in July. 0n 18 July, the Seventh had more than 1@ fight-

ers, including P-61 nLght fighters, on Saipan. By 15 August the Seventhts

P-A?ts had flown almost 2r7OO combat sor.biee in the l&rianas, not eounting

combat air patrols and alerts. Logses during this period were reJ.ativeJy

fight. Ilr late JuSy and early Auguet, B-24 and B-25 aircraft arrived on

Saipan to support operations on finlan and &ran, and to begin neutrallzation

of a Japanese airfield on lwo Jitna and a seaplane base on Chichi Jfuta.7

At the end. of the lhrianas canpaign the Seventh Air Force, now spnwled

over nar$r Pacific lslands and 3r0OO rnLles frorn lts home base, bras rell-eved

of responsibllity for the defense of the t{awaiian Islands. By 20 Decernber

L9lr4 lts headqrrarters had moved fron l{awati to Saipan. The combat rxrlts

renalned under the operational control of the Nary exeept for one group of

bombers pJ.aced. under the operational control of Far East Air Forces (FEAF)

on ? November to support the Ptrillpplnes canpaign.S
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The attacks agalnst heavily defended Ino Jlrma durtng L9U+-45 werE the

moet prolonged that the lbrry and thc Seventh Air Force carrled out, and

probably no FacLflc igland nar so heavlJy bombed before lt wac lnvaded.

Mar{,nes landed on Iso on 19 Febnury Lghj, and on 8 March thc Sernenthtc

P-51ts Jotned MErlne alrcraft tn flyfng deyllght and nJ6ht patrolt.

P-51te also fl-ew a total of L25 sortles ln close ilpport of the grornnd

troops.9

On I March I9l+5, two fighter groups and two night flghter squadrons

were transferred fron the Se\renth to the Arry Air Force, Faclflc Occan

Areas, to prorrride fighter escort for )OCI Bomber Connandts B-29 attacks up-

on Japan. Ttre Seventh became eseentjally a bomb"r forc".IO

As World War I[ neared lts climax and the AILies obtalned bases eloger

to Japan, AAF forces in the Factfic were reallgned, Effeetive 14 July the

Seventh was trransferred to EEAF on Okinawa. These changes enabled the

Seventh to operate for the first tinre ln Wor1d lfar II as an lntegnated alr
force under AAF conmand. Its strength had grown steadlly until ln July lt
possessed three fighter and four bornbarrlment groups and a night fighter
sguadron. The Seventh began attacking ener{f alrfields and targets of op-

portunlty on l$nrshu and smaller nearby isLa,nds. Nearing its peak combat

capacity, fron I July until the end of the uar it flew 4rhJ42 sorticsr losing

only 10 planes to enery antiaircraft and 2 to enerny aircraft.ll
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739

P-51 P-5I B-zlL B-2<

Seventh AF Alrcraft on tlancP.
Nov 1qll3 - Agg ]..9l+1

P-38 P-39 P-LO

10t|.3
Nov
Dcc

114
Lt8

P-lL7

59
?t

7Z ro7
75 94

1o&,lr
Jan
Feb
Uar
Apr
May
&n
JuL
aug
sep
0ct
Nov
Dec

1a[(
Jan
Feb
Mar
apr
MaYg
&m
JuI9
Aug

(

h
b.
b
6
tal

68
66

4o
l+5
16
10
L5

18
18

nv3?o 161
6?

':-

61
E6)e
59u
41

7ra

84
62
57
82
66

t39
t82
190
r53
L62
Jf+2
115

78 56

-

6
5
7
6
7

19
28
29

LTO
L3Z
r52
L56
L6h
224
240
225
1s7
187
]5l+
t66

n8
180
t35
U1
UO
tzg
L20
u7

8;

9r
LOz

99
9e

113
L2'
137
un
J35
B5

a.-@if"r flglrters show number operational wLth rrnlts;.figures for
bombers show monthly average nurnber on hand. Unless otherrrlse specl-
fied, absence of data Ls due to tranEfer of unlte into or out of Senenth
AF or to changeover in type alrcraft.

U. AIL transferred to ll,ventletfr .e,f on 15 August and reaeslgned to Seventh
AF on 1l Noventuer L9l&,

!r Flgures for P-61 not based on firll month.

SOIBCES: 9th SCU, Operatlons of ?th AF Jn POA, Nov 43-Apr l+5, pp 2O-2)-, &
Ttre Last Four Months of War (An Opn1 Sun of |th AF)r p 9.



Se\renth AF Effective Coslbat Sorties
Nov !l!|3. - Ass ]-gLq

Period

Itrov A/+-Feb l+5

Dec l+3-Feb l*
Jan lrl+-l{ar lrb
Jun l*-I,lar 45
Jun lr4-l,lar 45
Apr 45-Aug 45

Nov l0-Aug 45
Dec lr3-Oct 44
Jul 45.''Aue 45

gr Statistics on sorties prior to November I9l+3 not anal-lable.
b. Breakdown by type aircraft not available.

SOIIRCES: 9th SCU, Operations of ?th AF ln POA, Nov 43-Apr 45, pp 27, 66t
94, 100, 104, 112, 116, & the Iast Four Months of War (An 0pn1
Sum of ?th AF), p !2r 31; Operations of ?th AF, l Apr-30 Jwr l+5t
pp 3I, 32.

TABIE 92

Seventh AF Claims asainst Enemy Aircraf!
Nov 1943 - Agg,1a4E

140

Fis.hters
P-38
P.-39
P-40
P-n
P-51
P+?ts & P-61rsb

Bombers
B-24
B_25

TOTAL

TVpe of Actlon

Aerial combat
O: the eround t
TOTAL

Destroved

2982.
115b.

ht3

Probably
Destroyed

TABIE 91

Sorbles

281
635
501

r8 r28r
983

Lr82A,

12,393
4r9L

ffi

J27
_&
!65

Damaged

L95
_g&
279

Total

620
4L
857

eo Includes one assist credited to F-? on Jolnt Amy-llavy strile.
U. Although 35 of these aircraft were reported on AAF Forsr 3l+ as destroyed,

there are reasons to believe they uere damaged rather than destroyed.

SOURCES: 9Lh SCU, Operations of ?th AF in KA, Nov 43-Apr l+5t p 18' & The
Iast Four Months of !,'ar (An 0pn1 Srur of ?th Af), P 7.
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Seventh AF

Pr{.ncinal Tarcets

Gllbert IsLands

MarshaLl Isl,ands

Canollne Islande

Wake Island

Martana Islands

Bonins & Volcanoes

Marcus lgland

Phillppi-nes

Japanese Hmeland

Chlna

Mlscellaneous

TOTAL

!o Prlor to
bombs on

TABIE 94.

Bonb Tonnaqe on t$4g$t
Nov f!!$ - Agg loL(

TarEets

Bomb Tons

692.7

hr9r9.8

6rW5'?

5L2.4

].1298.3

61968.6

33L.5

3 rr93.5

I+1366.6

7L9.3

L.721+.2

3tro92.7

Novernber L9l+3 t the Seventh dt'opped
targets ln the Pacific. (9ttr sCtlt

a total of 88.92 tons of
Misc StatistLcs, P 1.)

9th
The

SCU, Operations of ?th AF jn POA, Nov t3:|Pt.!f' nn 3-\7,
Iast Four Months of'War (An 9fn1'Sun of ?th AF)r PP 4-6'

SOIRCES:
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XIII. THE ALEUTIANS CAMPAIC,TI

JIJNE 1942 . AUGJST 1943

PrLor to Pearl llarbor, Alaskan defense was a function of the U.S. Navy,

supported by alr and gr.ound rrnits at polnts where coastal instal-lationa re-

quired protection from posslble air ratds. After the beginning of the rrar

t+lth Japan, the need for an enlarged alr defense system caused the Aruy Alr

Forces to establlsh the AlaEkan Alr Force on l-5 January L9t+2, On ! February

Lt r'ras redesignated the ELeventh A1r Force.l

In lby 1942 the Eleventh possessed three flghter squadrons, one heaqf

and two medium bombardment squadrons, and one transport squadron. In late

May all Atmy, l{aw, and Canadian forces in Alaska came wrder the U.S. Nar6r?s

North Pacific Force. T?re Eleventh operated under this eorurand throughout

World War II.2
On 3-4 June 1942, Japanese carrier planes attacked Dutch lbrbor, in

the Aleutians, destroying rnuch property and killlng 43 and wounding 50 U.S.

personnel. Oo 7 June the Japanese landed troops on Attu and Kiska, farther

out in the island chain, adding reinforcements at the end of the rnonth.3

Eleventh Air Force B-17ts and B-24ts and Nary PBYts (Catatlnas) attack-

ed Kiska between 11 and 1{ June, sinking one Japanese transport and a de-

stroyer and possibly danaging tr*o smaIl craft. But weather conditions re-

stricted flying, and by the end of Jrrne only 5 missions had been completed;

tn JuIy only 7 out of 15. When air attacks failed to dislodge the eneay

fron the Lslands the U.S. lihrry tried bombardrnent, without rmch succ.ss.4

Fears lest the Japanese extend their penetrati.on Led to a continued
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lf limited U.S, rnilitary buildup in the ALeutians. New bases on Adak and

Amchttka islands soon permltted increased air strikes agalnst Attu and

Kiska. Meanwhile, weather, inadequate redlo and navigatlon aids, and ln-

sufflcient tralnlng conlinued to take their toll. From 3 June to 31 Octo-

ber 1942 the Eleventh cLajrned 32 Japanese planee shot dounx and 13 destroy-

ed on the water but suffered the loss of '12 attcraft, on\y 9 ln combat.

In January ]]gt} a few mlssions ln bad weather cost 11 aircraft.5

In early l9l3 the North Pacifie Force began preparlng to retake the

islands by assault ln l{ay. ALr actlvity increased r:ntil in April the EIev-

enth reached its operational peak, flying LrL75 sortles. But relatlvely

few aircraft reached Attu because of weather. From July 1942 until Dday

(11 May f9$), the Eleventh nanaged only 182 sorties against Attu. l{any

more reached Kiska, slightly eloser. Photo reconnaissance of Attu was

good, however, providing the basis for the 2r0OO- to 2rloo+nan estinate

of Japanese strength that later proved substantlally correct.6

For the lnvasion of Attu, North Paciflc Force aEsernbled a strong

fleet, a large landing force--11ro00 men of the U.S. Ar:rgrts Seventh Divt-

sion-79 naval aircraft, and the Eleventh Air Force. ltre Rleventh had

168 planes, conslsting of 80 P-40ts, 26 P-39rsr 3 F-5rs, 28F'-24ts, and

3LB-25ts, based on Utrrak, Adak, and Arnchitka islands. Against this for-

midable array of power the Japanese had about 216Co ground tr"oops, 12

antiaircraft grrns, and 15 planes. There remalned, however, the danger of

.Iapanese air attacks from the Kuri1s.7

Ttre invasion of Attu began on 11 l{ay at Holtz and Massacre bays. Elev-

enth Air Force planes were grounded, leaving only a fe11.planes from the ear-

rier !ggg4 to provide initial air supporb. There r.ras no lrnrnediate enemy
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oppositj.on, but as the U.S. troops advanced they fo.urd the Japanese well

dug in, and the attack pr"oved difficult and costly.8

Fog and high winds allowed the Eleventh to provide effective assist-

ance to gr.ound troops on only ll of the 20 crltlcal fighting days. But

nhen weather permltted, air support frequentiy helped Amerl,can troops to

cLear enetrV posltions. Ih addltlon to bomblng and strafing attacks in the

battle area, the planes stnrck at antiaircrraft sites, shlppingrand lnstaL-

latlons, dropptng a total of L32 tons of bombs durlng the nlne. days the

Eleventh couLd operate. A few Eupply dnops were aLso made. On ?3 lfay 5

P-38rs lntercepted about 16 MltsubLshl bombers over Attu--the second air
gtrlke from the KurLls ln two daye-and shot dor.m 5 at a cost of 2 of their

owrlo ltlarry fLyers also found the going difflcult, the carrier Nasgau rarely

sending out more than four aircraft at a tlme and never launching an all-

out attack. In the al-r ruar for Attu, the Eleventh cla.imed at least 5 Jap-

anese planes shot down and ? probables against a losE of 3 planes and IL

tn€no Ttre Navy clained two Japanese planes by antial-rcraft fire and lost

? planes and 3 Ben.9

Grourd figbting on Attu ended an 294Q UIay. Japanese defense of the

island cost then 2r35L dead and 28 captured. American losses were about

5@ dead and 11200 r+ourded.lo

To retake Klska a nerf, alrfleld was quickly built on Attu and another

on Sherya, about 25 nlles east of Attu. As the Japanese were believed to

have fro@ to 8r00O men on lGska, a Iarger Allled task force was asserbled

by the North Paclfic Force. ft lncludexl. 34rl+26 gror:nd troops of vrtron 5r3OO

were Canadfuns. Eleventh Air Force strength rose in August L9l3 Lo an aver-

age of 359 aircraft. Target date for the innasion was 15 August.ll
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From 1 June to l.t August the BJ.eventh flew Lrl+rl4 gortits ap;li*nst and

dellvered 71255 tons of bonbs on Kiska. The Narry dispetched Catalinas on

nlght bornblng relds and its r,varships shelled lnstallatlons. The air at-

tacks frequently drew flak and damaged nurrerous alrcraft but none were

knocked down. To forestall Japanese surprise attacks from the Kurlls, the

Elwenth took the offensLve against them, strlklng three tjrnes between 10

JuIy and 1l August.lz

The Lnvaslon of Klska on 15 August brought surprise and chagrln to

the troops, for the Japanese had e'vracuated lGska on 28 July by shLp and

submarine. Tttus for 18 days the Allies had fought phantom battles. The

sirccessf\rl evacuation hras attributed to Allled failures, bad weather, and

luck. Inlhatever the reasons, less than 10r0O0 Japanese troops, a smal-l

fleet, and a femr squadrons of seaplanes had tied up sizable Allied naval

and air units for nore than a year. Redeployrnent of rmrch of the U.S. m11-

ltary strength from the theater followed.D

By the end of the Aleutians campalgr (Jrxre 1942-August 1943 ), the

Eleventh had flown more than 5rlOO sortles. Its last maJor strike against

the Kurl-ls with ? A-24t" and 12 B-25ts on 11 Septeurber was costly. During

a 5O-mlnute air battle appinst 60 enengr ftghters, the Eleventhts pilots

elaimed 12 Japanese planes shot dolrn and 3 probables brrt lost 3 ln combat

and ? nore when thelr pilots had to land at Petropavlovsk ln Soviet

I(anchatka" Another mLseion uas not atLernpted for five rnonths. In the in-

ter{.n, the Eleventh Alr Force devoted itself to reorganizatlon and training.

It particularJy tried to reCuce operational hazards, which during the Aleu-

tians campaign had claimed I74 aircraft as compared to only [t] l.ost, Ln

combat.&
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In early Febnrary 39l+4t 16 P-38ts and 6 B-25tst flying ln re3.ays, cov-

ered the retirement of the fleet after it shelled the Kurlls. No Japanese

aircraft appeared but two P-38ts were Lost. For the rernalnder of the uar

the Eleventh conducted routlne patrols and occaslonal bonblng and recon-

naLssance mlesions over the Kurl1s. The Japanese, 1n turn, nade a few alr

strlkes agalnst the ALeutlans. But the presence of U.S. navaL and air units

tn the Aleutlans caused the Japanese to rratntatn sLzable ground and alr
forces ln the Hokkaldo-Kurl1g area--and out of other conbat areas-{rntll

the end of World war II.15
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TTBIE 95

Elwc,trth ![ Alrcralt 9g EEeg
{& 1qt2 - lgt lerd

L9tt2 19rr"

litontb Averace lftrnber
Alrcrrfb

llonth

Jan
Feb
llrr
APr
l6v
Jrsr
.nr1
Aug

Jun
Jul
Aug
sep
Oet
![ov
Dec

198
255
2?6
285
3L2
321+
32L

-

!o ALrcrafb tn cmigclon: 67.3 +a S7.9 percmt.

TABIE 95

Elwenth AF Bonb lbnnaqe
&m lor,2 - Agg lqrr3

L9lL2

ldonLh Bd lons

1a&3

.Irt

.tul
Ang
sep
Oct
Nov
Dec

8
Ia
L5
84

2L6
r4
52

lfonth

Jan
Feb
Urr
Apr
lby
Jrur
JuL
aug

B@b lqu

19
1?8
2n
NL
5l+L
2?o
t+77
6ge

3 rz)Jfotal ' 45L
ffi,AND !0TAI, - 3 1662 tnns

Averarc ltnbcr
Atrcralt

301
zffi
2&
264
tle
292
352
359

SOIIBCE: 27th SCU, LLth AF Stat $umary, &m [2-Arrg l+5, pp 10, 12.
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TA8I8 9/

Elsvsrth AF Conbat SortLcg Flom
es Ig@ - ass 1ot3

LAM
Jun

Jul

Aug

scp

0ct

!trov

Dec

1at'3
Ja.n

Feb

Mar

apr

l{ay

Jrm

Jul

Aug

TOTAL

Ffubtcra

0

0

36

160

108

L5

732

61

7

339

784

505

L76

280

lL02,

3 r@6

!otsl

Llo

96

52

n4

350

75

292

L62

141

nt
LrL?5

90rr

407

5E

, 7?O

6rL77

Ilctrvn Bmbcra

n
66

13

110

n9

I+3

n

6S

?2

2@

2l+l+

212

't22

rg6

1?(

11941

lfedlrn Bonbers

33

10

3

4

l3

L6

63

36

62

82

u7
1s7

109

113

202

Ir8o

!. Statl-stics prior to finre 191€ not available.

SOIIRCE: ZTth SCtt, L[th AF Stat Sumary, fim I€-Aug 45, p [.
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TABTE 98

Etcventh AF egg Jam,ncge Alrcraft 99 fbd tq !@ Nerth Pactflc
(Alaska-Alanttang and Hol*aldo-Lurllgr

@ Io&,L - Agt lolr'q

Averasc lfiudbcr
Eleventh AtE Alreraft

Averare lfrrniber
;a6c-iE iilFffirt

lqAt.
Jen
Fcb
liar
apr
l{ey
Jrm
Jul
&rg
seP
0ct
l{ov
Dec

L9tl<
tlan
Fcb
lier
Apr
l{ay
.htr
Ju].
Aug

255
263
26r
255
255
258
259
259
263
258
250w

249
300
298
2s7
24t
88
2/5
255

U. Japanese estlmates based on WDGS air
prior to 19I* not available.

3z
38

148
39e
567
538
5t&
h72
352
285
222
L55

105
?o
7o
85

t79
207
322
t85

percent.
order of battle re1rcrts. Estlnates

SOIIRCE: 27th SCU, lLth AF Stat Sunmary, Jun 42-Aug 45, pp j,2j.
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TABIE 99

Blsve,nth AF Curbat Sortler F]own

-rras'@
Total Sortlsg Effectlve Sortleg lbneffcctlvc Sortlcr

I9lt/+
Mar
Apr
May
Jun
Jul
Aug
sep
Oct
Nov
Dcc

L9
12
7
7
I

10
t3
26
t5
L9

r9
25
22
35
20
5?
n
99
50
u

3e
37
29
Q
2I
6?

Lto
t25

?5
33

lqrlq
Jan
Feb
Mar
Apr
l{ay
&rn
Jul
Aug

TOTAL

eo Statlstlcs for Septenber l9l+3-Febnrary L9l+b not avalJebl,e.

65
65

114
90
82
9o
75
38

L,196

55
35
53
52
7?
70
53

J
850

10
30
61
3e

5
2A
22

-L
3b6

SOIIBCE: 27th SCU, I[th AF Stat $umary, Jun l€-Aug h5, p L9.
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TABIE lOO

F.Levenrth AF an4 Japanese ALrcraft Iosseg ln Combat
{gg lo''q - Ass 194tr

Destrcyed

Mlsslng

Pnobab\y destnoyed

Danaged

Elsn€nth AF

18

27

52

Jaenese

33

24

,18

{. From 3 June 1942 to 3O September 1943 the Slerventh Alr Force clatrned
59 Japanese alrcraft destnoyed as against a losr of 40 aircrafb due
to combat' (w.F..craven & J.t. cate, cds, Ttre Armv ALr Forces ln
Eorl+ tr'ar rL rv (chlc.go, 1g5o) , Sgii ezi,tr-3friFtfilIr3ffisr6narv,
Jun 42-AuE 45, p 13.)

sOtACns 27th SClt, l-Ith AF Stat Srurmary, &rn ll2-Aug h5, p e2.
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xlv. THE ronEAtr WAn
JINE ].9,0 - 

'IuLI 
L953

0n tne nornlng follorlng the t{orth Korean attack on thc BeSnrbr{c of
Korea (BoK) on zf Jrme 1950, the u.s. Government directed the Far East

Alr Forees (FEAF) tb prwenrt enery lnter{erence wlth evacuatlon of U.S.

perconrel.. Accordtngly, FEAF atr cover assured the safe e,vacnatlon of 862

peroonnel by atr end 905 nore by other &eans ln the first fgy daya of the

rrBlr AftEr 26 Jwrc, ln accorda,nce rrlth dlrectlvea, EEAF flglters cxpanded

their nisslon to establlsh air auperior{ty oner South lbrea, to attack

l{otth Korean targets, and to protect the novement of Sonth tbrean tnoolr.
By a,n earl,y date FEAF had deetroyed nost of the l62-pJane [ot+h lbrean alr
force.l

Although FEAF alrcraft, aa pert of the u.N. forces ln fiorea, enJoyed

alr suprenacy fron the beginnlng of hogtLLttLes, ROK troops and U.S. zuhth
Arry unlts, the latter added plecemeal, rere prshed back dorln the pentrtsuLs.

By August they rere forced by the nell-trralned North llonea.n arn6r to fal[
back to a d,efense, I:hne et the lbktong Rlver, for the pnotectlon of the vl-
tal por4' of hrsan. Meanrhile, at the dlrectlon of Far East Oomard head-

qu&r'ters, FEAF used nost of lta ftghters and bonbers f,or close snplnrt or

lnterdlctlon ln the vLclntty of the battle areao On 2 August, after seqlr*-

lng Oeneral t{acArthurls alpnonal, FEA,F began 1tE flrst systeoatLc lnterrilLc-

tlon progran ln North Kor@. As for EEAFTs close support actlvlty, an offl-
etal Ary ldstorlen bas concluded that pEAIr npnobably exercised a greater

-F

*Iocal tlme.
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reletlve lnfluence ln Auguat 1950 ln detenrlntng the outcone of the Korea'n

battles than ln any other nonth of the wer,o2

Rellef cane to the defenderg arotnd Prrsan on 15 Septenber wtren the

Etghth Aqrre I Corpa landed on the regt coast of Korea at lrchon. In the

coot'ihated navaI, ground, and alr actlon that follored, the back of the

I[orth Korean grourd forces was broken. By the end of Sepbember, U.N. and

ROK rrnlts neared ttre 3Stfr paralleL and in October and Novenber drove tltrcuglt

North Korea touard the Ialu River.

Ttre flrst phase of the Korean War, ending utlen Chfuiese Conmmlgt

forces Joined the confllct !n November L95Q, wag narked by e:rtenslve use

of alrponer ln support of gnorrnd forces. Of the 58rL28 EEIIF sottles flown

by 3t October L95Or 36 percent were for gnourd suppott and 26 percent for

lnterdLction. By 25 lbvember, EEIF attecks had oracted a hearry toIL, de-

stroytng the North l(orean alr force and destroylrrg or danaglng more tban

,+OO tanks and ttrousandg of vehicLes, rallroad cars, and locomotives, as

welJ- as brldges, gun empJacemernts, and bnnkers. An estlnated 39r00O tnoops

were also destroyed. U.S. Navy carrLer and l{artne alrcraft contrlbuted to

the destnrctlon.3

Ttre entry lnto North l{orea of an estlnated 3OOTOOO Chlnese Comunl-st

soldlers ln Novenber forced U.N. and ROK troops to retreat to a llne south

of the 38bh parallel. A teurporary threat to U.N. alr supertor{.ty by l{tg-

15 flgbters beglnning I $oveuh.er ended ln December ntth the arrfiral of F-

86 SabreJetE ln Korea. In the aerlal battles that ensued r:ntiL the end

of the nar, F-86 pllots destroyed 792 l{lg-L5rs whlle loslng only 78 Sabre-

Jets, rough\y a 1O to I nargln of vlctoql. Ot the gror:nde U.![. and ROK

tnoops, suppolted by alr, began another advance ln January 195I and by
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Junc had cstabllshed a nenr defense Llne that curwed cltghtly above and bc-

lou the 38th paralle]. frrLs ended the second phase of the rar. &rery

rosceg of uqr and naterler fron aLr attacke contlnued to be large.4

fre third and last phase of the Korean lrlar, fron Jufy 1,951 to 2f Ju\y

L9f3t was a period of nllLtary stalenate along.the 38th parallel wh1le the

U.N. and Connunlst representatives negrtiated for an armLstlce. The

prrhlbitton agal^ast bonbtng the ComunLst supp\y nsanctrrartrrn ln lbnchurd-a

prccludcd thc noct effectlve use of alraowcr in accordance wlth tactical
eLr doctrlnc. trotrdthstandlng air battles in nI.ttg ALleyn over Nsrth l(orea,

FEAF oas{y nalntalned alr superlor{.ty. This peruttted close support for
grotmd forces. trhenwer they rere actlvely engaged, unlLmited freedon to

atrllft carSo and troops to the battle area, and naxLurmr par{te5,pation by

U.S. Itaty and Mar{.ne air unlts.5

InterrtlctLon offcred the mogb pnofltable use of airporer. Fron August

195I to June 1952e U.til. alr forces, fu ttn uraJor sustalned operatlons,

aouglt to ltnLt Comunist nanporf,er and naterlel reinforeements by attacktng

thc l{orth Korian raI[ syaten. the North Koreans used an estLnated SOOTOOO-

nan labor forcc to counter lt, The U.!0. alr forces followed thts with a

. PlognaB of norc aelectlve targeting that continued to eact a huge price

fnon tbe *.qr.6
By mr?s end USAF pllots alone clained to have destroyed an estlrnated

14514@ trootrx. Intermlttent attacks on enernJr alrfields fu North Korea trad

kept the Chinese Ccxurunlst alr force based above the Talu. EVen nuch of

!ilo*h Koreats Lrrl-gatlon systen was finaL\r destroyed. InterdLctlon and

atned reconnalssanee eventrrally accounted for more than 4? perecnt of aL[

EEAF conbat sortles flown, compared with 2O percent for close suppott.
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This relentless air pressure rrndoubtedly was a naJor factor ln pcrauading

the Comnunlsts to sign an Aralstice agreernent on 27 JuIy L953.?
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TABIE 102

FEAF Combat Readv Conbat Alrcraft and Crqrs
ALL Iocationg-2< Jun la<O

Coniibat reaqy
aLrcraft

Conbat reaqy
cre,wg

P.-26 B-2q

18 2L

718

nB-22 F-qI

213

82&

F-80 ru'-80

at2 I

295 L2

?-82 Total

19 363

29 39b

TABIE 103

@[, and NKPA Cmmrative A:Lr Strenr&h

-?5-E@

I\rDe g&

Bonbers

Flghters

Transports

Llaison alrcraft

Tralners

TOTAL

l{udber

IL-ro

rA"K-3 & TAX-?

TAK-].6

62

7o

22

I-'4 & t-5

t-5

l3

2
t_6

PO-2 I
L62

g. Ttte figures are as of AprII 195O for ROK. Ttrey are estlaated for NKPA.

EMF Report on the Korean War, I, Lti; Robert F. FutreIL, Ib3
!2*LSE- (New Tork, 1961) 'UnLted States .A,1r Force Ln Korea.

pp J.8-20.

SSJRCES:
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TIBIE IO4

Chlnese Cmunlst Alr Qlrcrnsth. (Ugtflstcd)
@' rq(q

Srpe Alrcraft

Flghters (conventLonal and Jet)

Flg[ten-bombera

Bonbers (ltSht, 2-englne)

Transporte

ffiTAL

TIBIE 105

Ibber

250

n5

150

J2
65o

convcntlonal)

Jet)

llhber

L65

950

u5

6S

Loo

90

Irl+85

SOURCE: R. Frank Futrell, The United States Air Force in Korca. UA-
145? (New york, 1961) , pp 23I, 565,

Chincse Cwnlgt *_ry & uanctuEtg (Ugttnatcd)

kpc Alrcrraft

Flghtere (conventlonal)

FLghters (Jet)

f,lghtcr-bombers

Bmbers (Llght,

Bonbers (Ltgtrt,

Transports

TqfAL



L62

lVpe Sortie

InterdLction & araed reconnaissance

Close support

Counteralr offenslve

CounteraLr defenslve

Recormaissance

Strateglc

lOTAL

TABI,E TO5

FEAF Conbat Sortles bg lVee luflssionruffi
Nrmber

22OrL6&

921603/

n rssf'
L2'Y3l

50r97t

oor.

46L,55\

Percent of Total

n.?
20.o

L6.2

2.7

J3.2

qo.2

(Loo.o)

[r lbte FEAF Report
combat sortles:
aj.t, 661997.

on the Korean
Lnterdictlon,

!far, I, [5, wtrich gives the foS.loldng
L92r58Ii close support, 57 1665; corrnter-

SOIIRCE: ttSAF Stat Digest, FT 1953, p 20.
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Opcratlonal losses

erry actLon
llot eneuy actlon
Ihknosr or mlsclng

Totel

![onopcratlonal Iosses

TOIIL

g. Includes cargo, recormaLsEance, and nlscellaneous alrcraft logt to
eneqr actlon.

TIBIE llt

IIBIE 110

USAF Alrcraft Ipsgcg !n Korcan @gp
25 &n 1o<0 - 4 Jf, L9q?

757
4?z
.4.)-t

28L

LrTl+7

56
I

?4
L9h
r9w

3
4

L53
ILO

I
708

I
I
2

L2
2

15

l
t3
13_

6

l+8

n
19

14
I

18
7e

1
t39

USAF Cornbat ALrcraft Iosses ln Korean War Dua tp nreuv Actlonz-
llnoe Alrcraft

B-26
w/vn-26
B_29
F-51
Rr'-51
F-80
nF-80
F-82
F-84
F-86
F_94
lOTAL

SOURGES: ttSAF

Alr-to-Alr Ground Flre

5
L72
L7

113
I
b

122
19

501

L953, pp 28-29, 60.

Encw Action
Cause llnlslown

Total

Stat Dlgcst, IY
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LN

Arr Alr Forces E\raluatlon Bsard
Air Conmand, South East Agla
ALrdrome
Air E\ratuatlon Board
Average

Bomber

Chlnese-AnerLcan Conposlte Wlng
ALrcraft danaged befond econonLcal

repair
Conmunicatl.on
Concentratlon
Conibat ready

Destroyed
Danaged

Eastem ALr Comand
EffectJve
EstablLshnent

French Air Force
Facallty
Far East Air Forees
Fighter

Crourd

Heav;r bomber

Indta-Burma
InstalLatlon

Kllled ln actlon

tlght bomber
Ianding gr"ound

MedLterranean Allied Air Forces
Marlne Air Group
I{edlteranean All:led Tactlcal

Alr Force
Medlum bomber-M5.eelng fu actLon
lrrotor transport

AAFB
ACSEA
L/D
AB
Avg

Bnbr

CACW

Cat-E

Connr
Conc
CB

Dest
Dmgd

EAC
Eff
Estb

FAF
Fclty
FEAF
Ftr

]B
Instl

KIA

TB
Llc

I'{AAF

M[G
UATAF

Grd

I{B

MB

MI,A,

M/T
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Mtmt
r4ft

Movement
!4arsha111ng Ya'tds

Northwest AfrLcan Air Forces
Northwest African Strategic

Air Force
Northrvest Afrlcan Tactical Air

Force
Northern Combat Area Cormand
no date
Netherlands East lrdles
North Korean PeoPlets AnnY

number
no signature

0bsentation
Operatlonal
OpporbunitY

Paciji-c Oeean Areas
PrrovLsional

Regimental Combat Tean
Reptrbllc of Korea

Statistical Control Unit
Sunrnary
Support
Southwest Paclfic Area

I?ansport

USAF Hlstortcal StudY
U.S. Strategic Bonibing Su:rreY

Western Desert, Alr Force
War Departnent General Staff
Wounded in actlon

IIAAF
MSAF

NATAF

NCAC
nd
NEI
NKPA
nr
ng

06sn
0pnl
Oppor

POA
Prov

RCT
ROK

sc{t
Sum
supp
S'riPA

Trnsp

USAFTS
USSBS

WDAF

WDe"5

WIA


